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Von Danny Danziger, John Gillingham : 1215: The Year of Magna Carta (English Edition)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 1215: The Year of Magna Carta (English 
Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A fun 
and informative historyVon FrKurt MessickDanny Danziger, author of the popular 'In the Year 1000', looks at the way 
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of life of the English during another pivotal year - 1215, the year of the Magna Carta. In many respects, this is a much 
more important year than 1000 - in the first place, many people didn't realise it was the year 1000 when it was 
happening. A similar lack of awareness of the importance of the contemporary events takes place in 1215.As Danziger 
and co-author John Gillingham note near the end of the text, 'Denounced by the pope, rejected by the king, discarded 
by the rebels, by the end of 1215 Magna Carta was surely dead.' This was a document that was more important in 
hindsight and in precedent than in actual effect. The political situation in England was precarious for most participants 
in 1215, and civil strife close to civil war was not solved with the stroke of the pen or the great seal being stamped 
onto the parchment of the Magna Carta.This book looks more at the world of the English in 1215 rather than the 
document of the Magna Carta itself. In this respect, it parallels in some ways Danziger's earlier book. The authors look 
at life in castles, country homes of all classes, town dwellings and church institutions. The ways in which family, 
school, commerce and employment were dealt with are all subjects of concern here. This was still a feudal society, 
with overlapping hierarchies of church, crown and aristocracy, as well as contentious foreign relations (the kings of 
England and France still held rival claims over each other's kingdoms).Danziger and Gillingham develop a world in 
which the politics of church and state are still vastly intertwined at the highest levels, but the world of the common 
folk remains little influenced by the great issues of state in a direct sense. On the other hand, there were popular ideas 
and sentiments that could make themselves felt from the ground up - the legend of Robin Hood is but one example of 
the ways in which people saw themselves as aspiring to a freedom more present in later constitutional 
development.Each chapter of the book opens with a clause or statement taken from the Magna Carta, and thus the 
great document holds the organising principle for the text. It is somewhat ironic, as the authors discuss, that the main 
text of what we consider the Magna Carta (and the one that carried the force of law in Britain from the thirteenth to the 
nineteenth century) was in fact a revised edition drawn up in 1225. One gets the sense that this is a document that 
helps establish basic rights we take for granted, including freedom from capricious tyranny and the right to protest. 
'Although there is not a word in it about the right to protest, there is a sense in which Magna Carta in its entirety 
represents protest.'However, it is the Magna Carta's myth more than its substance that carries the main weight of its 
legacy. While the idea of the Magna Carta certainly shaped later legal and constitutional development throughout the 
English-speaking world, Danziger and Gillingham do a reasonably convincing job at showing that the document was 
in fact more a reflection of its world than a dramatic reformation of it.This is a popular history text - it has some useful 
bibliographic information, but does not employ footnotes, endnotes, or other more academic devices in the text. The 
writing is accessible, informative and more than occasionally lively.

KurzbeschreibungOn 15 June 1215, rebel barons forced King John to meet them at Runnymede. They did not trust the 
King, so he was not allowed to leave until his seal was attached to the charter in front of him. This was Magna Carta. 
It was a revolutionary document. Never before had royal authority been so fundamentally challenged. Nearly 800 
years later, two of the charter's sixty-three clauses are still a ringing expression of freedom for mankind: 'To no one 
will we sell, to no one will we deny or delay right or justice'. And: 'No free man shall be taken or imprisoned or in any 
way ruined, except by the lawful judgement of his peers or by the law of the land'. 1215 - The Year of Magna Carta 
explores what it was like to be alive in that momentous year. Political power struggles are interwoven with other 
issues - fashion, food, education, medicine, religion, sex. In many areas it was a time of innovation and change. 
Windmills were erected, spectacles were invented. Dozens of new towns were founded. Oxford became the first 
university in England, and the great cathedrals of Salisbury and Lincoln were built. Whether describing matters of 
state or domestic life, this is a treasure house of a book, rich in detail and full of enthralling insights into the medieval 
world.PressestimmenAcclaim for THE YEAR 1000: 'A better introduction to this early world than many of us got at 
school' -- Evening Standard 'As stylish a popular social history as one could find' -- The Times 'A brilliant little book, 
well-written, knowledgeable, insightful, accessible, a model of how popular social history should be written' -- 
Glasgow Herald 'A beautiful window on past history. My book of the year' -- Simon Jenkins 'An abundance of useful 
information and intriguing insights' -- Literary 'Thoroughly enjoyable...a superb insight into life as we lived a thousand 
years ago' -- IndependentKurzbeschreibungOn 15 June 1215, rebel barons forced King John to meet them at 
Runnymede. They did not trust the King, so he was not allowed to leave until his seal was attached to the charter in 
front of him. This was Magna Carta. It was a revolutionary document. Never before had royal authority been so 
fundamentally challenged. Nearly 800 years later, two of the charter's sixty-three clauses are still a ringing expression 
of freedom for mankind: 'To no one will we sell, to no one will we deny or delay right or justice'. And: 'No free man 
shall be taken or imprisoned or in any way ruined, except by the lawful judgement of his peers or by the law of the 
land'. 1215 - The Year of Magna Carta explores what it was like to be alive in that momentous year. Political power 
struggles are interwoven with other issues - fashion, food, education, medicine, religion, sex. In many areas it was a 
time of innovation and change. Windmills were erected, spectacles were invented. Dozens of new towns were 
founded. Oxford became the first university in England, and the great cathedrals of Salisbury and Lincoln were built. 



Whether describing matters of state or domestic life, this is a treasure house of a book, rich in detail and full of 
enthralling insights into the medieval world. 


