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Von Walter R. Borneman : 1812: The War of 1812  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised 1812: The War of 1812: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Organize The War of 1812 In Your MindVon James GallenI was looking for a book that would organize the War of 
1812 in my mind. I found it in 1812: The War That Forged A Nation. It tells the story of the Americas grievances, the 
impressments of seamen, the believed British agitation of Indians and the seizure of ships, to say nothing of the 
inconvenience of being entangled in the Europes wars. Spurred on by that and the lure of the conquest of Canada, 
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America marched to a war for which it was ill prepared. Author Walter R. Borneman takes us back into the 
environment of the day. He sets us in a United States so fragile that a former vice-president and a general could 
conspire to split off the western territories into a new country with a reasonable chance of success and in which the 
general at least could continue in the service of the country he tried to dismember. He lays the background of a ruling 
party that opposed the concept of a navy, tried to bring foreign enemies to heel by embargoing trade and, ultimately 
resorting to a war in which the Navy played an important, and possibly decisive, role. In the midst of it the Hartford 
Convention raised the specter of a New England secession, but questions just how serious of a threat it really was.The 
organization is achieved by relating the histories of the theatres of the war: the West, in which Indians died and 
William Henry Harrison won fame at Tippecanoe and Mad Anthony Wayne triumphed at Fallen Timbers, The Niagara 
front in which forces attacked back and forth between New York and Upper Canada (Ontario), and Lakes Erie and 
Ontario in which hastily built fleets contested and victories consolidated American sovereignty. When things had 
reached stalemate the defeat of Napoleon freed veteran British troops for the invasion of the Chesapeake with the 
burning of Washington, in retaliation it is said for the American burning of York (Toronto), and the night that the 
rockets red glare gave proof that our flag was still over Fort McHenry on Baltimore Harbor. The scene then shifts to 
Europe where American diplomats, including Henry Clay and John Quincy Adams tried to get what they could and 
Britains negotiators just tried to end years of war. Finally, after everything had been settled, an invading Army, trying 
to shore up British interests in the Gulf of Mexico, was stopped by a collection of regulars, militia and bayou pirates 
under the command of Andrew Jackson.The writing style is good so I my mind never wandered. I had read other 
books about the War of 1812 so to some degree this was a refresher. I now have a better understanding of why war 
broke out, where and how it was foughtand the reasons Britain probably would have lived up to the Treaty of Ghent 
even if they had defeated Jackson at New Orleans. Borneman supplies food for thought as to how the War changed the 
United States from a plural collective that are to a singular nation that is. Little is said about how the War influenced 
the development of Canada but each book has its own focus and this ones is on the United States. With this 
background I am ready to move on to more specialized studies of that war of two centuries ago that forged one nation, 
and maybe two.

KurzbeschreibungIn June 1812 the still-infant United States had the audacity to declare war on the British Empire. 
Fought between creaking sailing ships and armies often led by bumbling generals, the ensuing conflict featured a tit-
for-tat "You burned our capital, so we'll burn yours" and a legendary battle unknowingly fought after the signing of a 
peace treaty.During the course of the war, the young American navy proved its mettle as the USS Constitution, "Old 
Ironsides," sent two first-rate British frigates to the bottom, and a twenty-seven-year-old lieutenant named Oliver 
Hazard Perry hoisted a flag exhorting, "Don't Give Up the Ship," and chased the British from Lake Erie. By 1814, 
however, the United States was no longer fighting for free trade, sailors' rights, and as much of Canada as it could 
grab, but for its very existence as a nation. With Washington in flames, only a valiant defense at Fort McHenry saved 
Baltimore from a similar fate.Here are the stories of commanding generals such as America's Henry "Granny" 
Dearborn, double-dealing James Wilkinson, and feisty Andrew Jackson, as well as Great Britain's gallant Sir Isaac 
Brock, overly cautious Sir George Prevost, and Rear Admiral George Cockburn, the man who put the torch to 
Washington. Here too are those inadvertently caught up in the war, from heroine farm wife Laura Secord, whom some 
call Canada's Paul Revere, to country doctor William Beanes, whose capture set the stage for Francis Scott Key to 
write "The Star-Spangled Banner."1812: The War That Forged a Nation presents a sweeping narrative that emphasizes 
the struggle's importance to America's coming-of-age as a nation. Though frequently overlooked between the 
American Revolution and the Civil War, the War of 1812 did indeed span half a continent -- from Mackinac Island to 
New Orleans, and Lake Champlain to Horseshoe Bend -- and it paved the way for the conquest of the other half. 
During the War of 1812, the United States cast aside its cloak of colonial adolescence and -- with both humiliating and 
glorious moments -- found the fire that was to forge a nation.KurzbeschreibungIn June 1812 the still-infant United 
States had the audacity to declare war on the British Empire. Fought between creaking sailing ships and armies often 
led by bumbling generals, the ensuing conflict featured a tit-for-tat "You burned our capital, so we'll burn yours" and a 
legendary battle unknowingly fought after the signing of a peace treaty.During the course of the war, the young 
American navy proved its mettle as the USS Constitution, "Old Ironsides," sent two first-rate British frigates to the 
bottom, and a twenty-seven-year-old lieutenant named Oliver Hazard Perry hoisted a flag exhorting, "Don't Give Up 
the Ship," and chased the British from Lake Erie. By 1814, however, the United States was no longer fighting for free 
trade, sailors' rights, and as much of Canada as it could grab, but for its very existence as a nation. With Washington in 
flames, only a valiant defense at Fort McHenry saved Baltimore from a similar fate.Here are the stories of 
commanding generals such as America's Henry "Granny" Dearborn, double-dealing James Wilkinson, and feisty 
Andrew Jackson, as well as Great Britain's gallant Sir Isaac Brock, overly cautious Sir George Prevost, and Rear 
Admiral George Cockburn, the man who put the torch to Washington. Here too are those inadvertently caught up in 



the war, from heroine farm wife Laura Secord, whom some call Canada's Paul Revere, to country doctor William 
Beanes, whose capture set the stage for Francis Scott Key to write "The Star-Spangled Banner."1812: The War That 
Forged a Nation presents a sweeping narrative that emphasizes the struggle's importance to America's coming-of-age 
as a nation. Though frequently overlooked between the American Revolution and the Civil War, the War of 1812 did 
indeed span half a continent -- from Mackinac Island to New Orleans, and Lake Champlain to Horseshoe Bend -- and 
it paved the way for the conquest of the other half. During the War of 1812, the United States cast aside its cloak of 
colonial adolescence and -- with both humiliating and glorious moments -- found the fire that was to forge a nation.ber 
den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeWalter R. Borneman is the author of Alaska: Saga of a Bold Land, 1812: The War 
That Forged a Nation, and several books on the history of the western United States. He lives in Colorado. 


