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Von C Snelling Robinson : 200,000 Miles Aboard the Destroyer Cotton  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 200,000 Miles Aboard the Destroyer Cotton: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Eight 
Times Around the World in a Tin CanVon Joseph H. AlexanderC. Snelling Robinson, 200,000 Miles Aboard the USS 
Cotten (Kent State University Press, 2000) The Cotten was a Fletcher-class destroyer, built in 1943 for the express 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00J7W1IFI


purpose of protecting America1s new fleet carriers from Japanese aircraft, submarines, and surface vessels during the 
final years of the greatest naval war in history. Indeed, it would be this hard-hitting combination of ships -- the fast 
carrier task forces commanded alternately by Admirals Marc Mitscher and "Slew" McCain with their supporting cast 
of battleships, cruisers and destroyers -- that would prove decisive in the Pacific War. The carriers captured the glory, 
but their success was greatly facilitated by the largely unsung "small boys," the hard-working, hard-riding destroyers. 
Snell Robinson1s superb account of his three years aboard one of the most ubiquitous of these destroyers is therefore a 
welcome new arrival among the body of literature of the savage fighting in the Central Pacific. Robinson came of age 
as a junior officer among the 300-member crew of USS Cotten (DD 669). He served principally as the ship's 
navigator, qualified as officer-of-the-deck underway, and stood his General Quarters post in "Sky One," the exposed 
gun director at the highest point in the ship. By fate, Robinson and his ship survived some of the greatest and bloodiest 
naval battles in history -- the forcible amphibious assault landings at Tarawa, Saipan, and Iwo Jima, and the enormous 
fleet engagements in the Philippine Sea and Leyte Gulf. The vast scale of this sea war is reflected in the record of this 
one small destroyer, needle-thin with its maximum beam of 39 feet, steaming the equivalent of eight 
circumnavigations of the earth in its endless screening missions to protect the precious carriers. Robinson describes 
life aboard Cotten in its alternating monotony and terrifying action with a navigator1s attention to time and space and 
an honest appreciation of the strengths and weaknesses of himself and his shipmates. Few authentic veterans have ever 
done a better job portraying life at sea on a small man-of-war. His narrative is crisp, informative, authoritative. 
Robinson describes the difficulty of his gunners trying to shoot down a night-raiding Japanese bomber by aiming at 
the exhaust flair -- "like shooting at the white tail of a running deer." He admits his awe at observing Task Force 58, 
now some 95 ships strong, sortie from Majuro Atoll in the Marshalls, heading west towards Saipan. He admits his 
fear -- everyone's fear -- at the report that the Japanese Mobile Fleet, including the two largest battleships in the world, 
had erupted into the Philippine Sea in search of Mitscher1s carriers. He describes how a destroyer at flank speed tends 
to squat by the stern; a sailor standing on the fantail would actually have to look up to see the surface of the ocean. 
And he informs us that the greater danger in the suicidal Japanese kamikaze attacks actually came from "friendly fire" 
as the entire fleet blazed away at the low-flying intruders. Nicely illustrated with maps by cartographer Mary C. 
Hoffman, this book is a hand-crafted jewel. I heartily recommend it to anyone interested in an unblinking account of 
the great sea war of the 1940s.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. gute Situations-
SchliderungVon LaceZwischen den Zeilen wird dem Leser denk ich recht gut die Gedankenwelt eines Teilnehmers am 
Weltkriegs-Massaker nher gebracht. Keine ntzliche Information fr Modellbauer.

KurzbeschreibungIn mid-June 1943, Snelling Robinson, a 20-year-old Harvard graduate and newly commissioned 
ensign in the U.S. Naval Reserve, joined the pre-commissioning crew of the Fletcher class destroyer USS Cotten. The 
new crew trained for the remainder of the summer and t hen sailed to Pearl Harbor in time to join the newly 
established Fifth Fleet. Under t he command of Admiral Raymond Spruance, the Fifth Fleet was given orders to 
invade Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands in November 1943. This offensive, along with naval battles in the Philippine Sea, 
the Leyte Gulf, and the invasion of Iwo Jima in February 1945, is chronicled from the perspective of a young deck 
officer and is integrated with the background of the larger conflict, including the politics of command. After Japan?s 
surrender, the Cotten became a part of the Occupation Force anchored in Tokyo Bay. Robinson deftly narrates how he 
and his friends took advantage of their good luck and brought their roles in the war to a fitting 
conclusion.KurzbeschreibungIn mid-June 1943, Snelling Robinson, a 20-year-old Harvard graduate and newly 
commissioned ensign in the U.S. Naval Reserve, joined the pre-commissioning crew of the Fletcher class destroyer 
USS Cotten. The new crew trained for the remainder of the summer and t hen sailed to Pearl Harbor in time to join the 
newly established Fifth Fleet. Under t he command of Admiral Raymond Spruance, the Fifth Fleet was given orders to 
invade Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands in November 1943. This offensive, along with naval battles in the Philippine Sea, 
the Leyte Gulf, and the invasion of Iwo Jima in February 1945, is chronicled from the perspective of a young deck 
officer and is integrated with the background of the larger conflict, including the politics of command. After Japan?s 
surrender, the Cotten became a part of the Occupation Force anchored in Tokyo Bay. Robinson deftly narrates how he 
and his friends took advantage of their good luck and brought their roles in the war to a fitting conclusion.Synopsis 
The invasion of Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands in 1943, along with naval battles in the Philippines Sea, the Leyte Gulf 
and the invasion of Iwo Jima in 1945, are chronicled in this text, from the perspective of Snelling Robinson, who 
during World War II was a young deck officer on USS Cotten. 


