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look at a transitional period for the Roman Empire. Well researched and written.,Von customerThe perfect companion 
for all Roman history enthusiasts is the ROMA VICTRIX WINE BEAKERRoma Victrix Wein BecherAfter Nero's 
suicide in 68 AD, four governors of military provinces successively made a bid for the Purple, leading to the first 
major civil war after a century of internal peace during the reign of the Julio-Claudians. This book is a very detailed 
account and an insightful narrative history of a violent period in Roman history. It draws heavily on Tacitus, but does 
not neglect other sources, like Suetonius or Flavius Josephus. Anyone with a deeper interest in Roman history will 
enjoy this book.

KurzbeschreibungThe Year of Four Emperors, so the ancient sources assure us, was one of the most chaotic, violent 
and frightening periods in all Roman history: a time of assassinations and civil wars, of armies so out of control that 
they had no qualms about occupying the city of Rome, and of ambitious men who seized power only to lose it, one 
after another. In 69 AD, Gwyn Morgan offers a fresh look at this period, based on two considerations to which 
insufficient attention has been paid in the past. First, that we need to unravel rather than cherry-pick between the 
conflicting accounts of Tacitus, Plutarch and Suetonius, our three main sources of information. And second, that the 
role of the armies, as distinct from that of their commanders, has too often been exaggerated. The result is a 
remarkably accurate and insightful narrative history, filled with colorful portraits of the leading participants and new 
insights into the nature of the Roman military Morgan ranges from the suicide of Nero in June 68 to the triumph of 
Vespasian in December 69. In between, three other emperors hold power. We meet Galba, old, tightfisted and 
conservative, who was declared emperor in June 68 and assassinated in January 69. Otho, once Nero's boon 
companion, who was responsible for murdering Galba, seized power in a coup in Rome in January 69 and, to 
everybody's surprise, committed suicide three months later in a vain attempt to end the civil wars. Vitellius, as indolent 
as he was extravagant, who was put forward by two ambitious lieutenants, recognized by the senate in Rome once they 
heard of Otho's death in April, and cut down by Vespasian's partisans in the last days of December. And then there is 
Vespasian, the candidate who looked least likely to succeed, but (according to Tacitus) was still the first to be 
improved by becoming emperor. A strikingly vivid account of ancient Rome, 69 AD is an original and compelling 
account of one of the best known but perhaps least understood periods in all Roman history.From Publishers 
WeeklyNero's suicide in June of A.D. 68 touched off a tumultuous year in the Roman Empire, full of political intrigue, 
social upheaval and military disorder. With judicious historical insight, Morgan, who teaches classics and history at 
the University of TexasAustin, provides a first-rate history of this chaotic year while challenging many of the reigning 
theories. Unlike earlier books, Morgan's incorporates the versions of Tacitus, Plutarch, Suetonius and Dio in his quest 
for a balanced account. Galba was the first of four emperors to rule in this one-year span. But he never achieved 
popularity, and Otho, one of Nero's closest companions, murdered him in January 69 and took the reins. A civil war 
erupted between Otho's supporters and those of Vitellius, leading to Otho's suicide in April. The Senate then 
confirmed Vitellius as emperor, though his nine-month reign was marked by great extravagance. In December, the 
Senate acclaimed Vespasian, who had murdered Vitellius, as emperor, and he brought an end, temporarily, to the civil 
strife in the empire. Despite its turbulence, Morgan prudently points out that the year 69 was not the period of total 
anarchy that others have claimed. Although at times pedantic and even turgid, Morgan's book provides a superb 
portrait of this enigmatic and intriguing year. 4 maps. (Dec.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Pressestimmen"A superb portrait of this enigmatic and intriguing year."--Publishers 
Weekly"Few people rival Gwyn Morgan in knowledge of Tacitus' Histories. The result is a fine narrative, cogent and 
convincing, of this momentous year."--Herbert W. Benario, author of Tacitus Germany"This important book on the 
Histories of Tacitus surpasses earlier works on the civil wars that shook Rome and its empire in the year of 69. Like 
Tacitus, Morgan illuminates the universal themes that make the history of this one year significant for all time--the 
political and social upheavalsconsequent on a contested transfer of power; the nature of military and political 
leadership, the psychology of the military and civilian masses who are involved in, or spectators of, civil war. General 
readers will be enlightened and moved by Morgan's narrative, while specialists will appreciatethe solid scholarship on 
which it is founded."--Mark Morford, Professor of Classics Emeritus, University of Virginia"Gwyn Morgan has 
produced a long-awaited and engagingly written account of the Year of Four Emperors that is unfailingly instructive 
and a pleasure to read. Not surprisingly, since it is based on a careful reconsideration of all the sources, while it will 
provide enjoyment for many, it will alsoprove controversial in some quarters."--Leslie Murison, author of Galba, Otho 
and Vitellius: Careers and Controversies"Morgan's acute analyses and wry judgments on each episode as well as the 
whole year are indispensable, however one might differ on details, for he is never satisfied with the obvious or even 
the ingenious; his analysis of Othonian strategy before Bedriacum is particularly striking."--TheInternational History 
"A superb portrait of this enigmatic and intriguing year."--Publishers Weekly"Few people rival Gwyn Morgan in 
knowledge of Tacitus' Histories. The result is a fine narrative, cogent and convincing, of this momentous year."--
Herbert W. Benario, author of Tacitus Germany"This important book on the Histories of Tacitus surpasses earlier 



works on the civil wars that shook Rome and its empire in the year of 69. Like Tacitus, Morgan illuminates the 
universal themes that make the history of this one year significant for all time--the political and social 
upheavalsconsequent on a contested transfer of power; the nature of military and political leadership, the psychology 
of the military and civilian masses who are involved in, or spectators of, civil war. General readers will be enlightened 
and moved by Morgan's narrative, while specialists will appreciatethe solid scholarship on which it is founded."--Mark 
Morford, Professor of Classics Emeritus, University of Virginia"Gwyn Morgan has produced a long-awaited and 
engagingly written account of the Year of Four Emperors that is unfailingly instructive and a pleasure to read. Not 
surprisingly, since it is based on a careful reconsideration of all the sources, while it will provide enjoyment for many, 
it will alsoprove controversial in some quarters."--Leslie Murison, author of Galba, Otho andVitellius: Careers and 
Controversies"Morgan's book is a fresh and accessible look at a period that has been discussed, with sometimes 
horrified fascination, since antiquity itself."--Times Literary Supplement"Morgan's acute analyses and wry judgments 
on each episode as well as the whole year are indispensable, however one might differ on details, for he is never 
satisfied with the obvious or even the ingenious; his analysis of Othonian strategy before Bedriacum is particularly 
striking."--TheInternational History "A superb portrait of this enigmatic and intriguing year."--Publishers Weekly"Few 
people rival Gwyn Morgan in knowledge of Tacitus' Histories. The result is a fine narrative, cogent and convincing, of 
this momentous year."--Herbert W. Benario, author of Tacitus Germany"This important book on the Histories of 
Tacitus surpasses earlier works on the civil wars that shook Rome and its empire in the year of 69. Like Tacitus, 
Morgan illuminates the universal themes that make the history of this one year significant for all time--the political 
and social upheavalsconsequent on a contested transfer of power; the nature of military and political leadership, the 
psychology of the military and civilian masses who are involved in, or spectators of, civil war. General readers will be 
enlightened and moved by Morgan's narrative, while specialists will appreciatethe solid scholarship on which it is 
founded."--Mark Morford, Professor of Classics Emeritus, University of Virginia"Gwyn Morgan has produced a long-
awaited and engagingly written account of the Year of Four Emperors that is unfailingly instructive and a pleasure to 
read. Not surprisingly, since it is based on a carefulreconsideration of all the sources, while it will provide enjoyment 
for many, it will alsoprove controversial in some quarters."--Leslie Murison, author of Galba, Otho and Vitellius: 
Careers and Controversies "Morgan's book is a fresh and accessible look at a period that has been discussed, with 
sometimes horrified fascination, since antiquity itself."--Times Literary Supplement "Morgan's acute analyses and wry 
judgments on each episode as well as the whole year are indispensable, however one might differ on details, for he is 
never satisfied with the obvious or even the ingenious; his analysis of Othonian strategy before Bedriacum is 
particularly striking."--The International History "A superb portrait of this enigmatic and intriguing year."--Publishers 
Weekly "Few people rival Gwyn Morgan in knowledge of Tacitus' Histories. The result is a fine narrative, cogent and 
convincing, of this momentous year."--Herbert W. Benario, author of Tacitus Germany "This important book on the 
Histories of Tacitus surpasses earlier works on the civil wars that shook Rome and its empire in the year of 69. Like 
Tacitus, Morgan illuminates the universal themes that make the history of this one year significant for all time--the 
political and social upheavals consequent on a contested transfer of power; the nature of military and political 
leadership, the psychology of the military and civilian masses who are involved in, or spectators of, civil war. General 
readers will be enlightened and moved by Morgan's narrative, while specialists will appreciate the solid scholarship on 
which it is founded."--Mark Morford, Professor of Classics Emeritus, University of Virginia "Gwyn Morgan has 
produced a long-awaited and engagingly written account of the Year of Four Emperors that is unfailingly instructive 
and a pleasure to read. Notsurprisingly, since it is based on a careful reconsideration of all the sources, while it will 
provide enjoyment for many, it will also prove controversial in some quarters."--Leslie Murison, author of Galba, Otho 
and Vitellius: Careers and Controversies "Morgan's book is a fresh and accessible look at a period that has been 
discussed, with sometimes horrified fascination, since antiquity itself."--Times Literary Supplement "Morgan's acute 
analyses and wry judgments on each episode as well as the whole year are indispensable, however one might differ on 
details, for he is never satisfied with the obvious or even the ingenious; his analysis of Othonian strategy before 
Bedriacum is particularly striking."--The International History "A superb portrait of this enigmatic and intriguing 
year."--Publishers Weekly "Few people rival Gwyn Morgan in knowledge of Tacitus' Histories. The result is a fine 
narrative, cogent and convincing, of this momentous year."--Herbert W. Benario, author of Tacitus Germany "This 
important book on the Histories of Tacitus surpasses earlier works on the civil wars that shook Rome and its empire in 
the year of 69. Like Tacitus, Morgan illuminates the universal themes that make the history of this one year significant 
for all time--the political and social upheavals consequent on a contested transfer of power; the nature of military and 
political leadership, the psychology of the military and civilian masses who are involved in, or spectators of, civil war. 
General readers will be enlightened and moved by Morgan's narrative, while specialists will appreciate the solid 
scholarship on which it is founded."--Mark Morford, Professor of Classics Emeritus, University of Virginia "Gwyn 
Morgan has produced a long-awaited and engagingly written account of the Year of Four Emperors that is unfailingly 
instructive and a pleasure to read. Not surprisingly, since it is based on a carefulreconsideration of all the sources, 
while it will provide enjoyment for many, it will also prove controversial in some quarters."--Leslie Murison, author of 
Galba, Otho and Vitellius: Careers and Controversies"Morgan's book is a fresh and accessible look at a period that has 



been discussed, with sometimes horrified fascination, since antiquity itself."--Times Literary Supplement"Morgan's 
acute analyses and wry judgments on each episode as well as the whole year are indispensable, however one might 
differ on details, for he is never satisfied with the obvious or even the ingenious; his analysis of Othonian strategy 
before Bedriacum is particularly striking."--The International History "A superb portrait of this enigmatic and 
intriguing year."--Publishers Weekly"Few people rival Gwyn Morgan in knowledge of Tacitus' Histories. The result is 
a fine narrative, cogent and convincing, of this momentous year."--Herbert W. Benario, author of Tacitus 
Germany"This important book on the Histories of Tacitus surpasses earlier works on the civil wars that shook Rome 
and its empire in the year of 69. Like Tacitus, Morgan illuminates the universal themes that make the history of this 
one year significant for all time--the political and social upheavals consequent on a contested transfer of power; the 
nature of military and political leadership, the psychology of the military and civilian masses who are involved in, or 
spectators of, civil war. General readers will be enlightened and moved by Morgan's narrative, while specialists will 
appreciate the solid scholarship on which it is founded."--Mark Morford, Professor of Classics Emeritus, University of 
Virginia"Gwyn Morgan has produced a long-awaited and engagingly written account of the Year of Four Emperors 
that is unfailingly instructive and a pleasure to read. Not surprisingly, since it is based on a careful reconsideration of 
all the sources, while it will provide enjoyment for many, it will also prove controversial in some quarters."--Leslie 
Murison, author of Galba, Otho and Vitellius: Careers and Controversies 


