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Von Michael J. Hogan : A Cross of Iron: Harry S. Truman and the Origins of the National Security State, 
19451954  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Cross of 
Iron: Harry S. Truman and the Origins of the National Security State, 19451954: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A well-
documented look at the politics of national securityVon Laurence Malley (lmalley@channel1.com)With a keen eye for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00QIT3NW4


historical significance, Kevin Hogan surveys the formation of the national security establishment in the Truman and 
Eisenhower years. A balanced account, this treatment emphasizes the human factor in the arduous negotiations and 
political conflicts which took place during the late 40's and 50's. A fresh look is taken at Truman, Eisenhower, and the 
lesser players at the time: Herbert Hoover, Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy, Hubert Humphrey, and Sen. John F. 
Kennedy. Those not thoroughly familiar with the events of the period will be moved at the story of the nation's top 
admirals in brazen defiance of Pres. Truman, or the nervous collapse of Truman's beleaguered war secretary. Requires 
a moderate attention span, but political buffs should enjoy it a great deal.

KurzbeschreibungIn A Cross of Iron, one of the country's most distinguished diplomatic historians provides a 
comprehensive account of the national security state that emerged in the first decade of the Cold War. Michael J. 
Hogan traces the process of state-making as it unfolded in struggles to unify the armed forces, harness science to 
military purposes, mobilize military manpower, control the defense budget, and distribute the cost of defense across 
the economy. At stake, Hogan argues, was a fundamental contest over the nation's political identity and postwar 
purpose. President Harry S. Truman and his successor were in the middle of this contest. According to Hogan, they 
tried to reconcile an older set of values with the new ideology of national security and the country's democratic 
traditions with its global obligations. Their efforts determined the size and shape of the national security state that 
finally emerged.Pressestimmen'[A] truly outstanding piece of original research, synthesis, and interpretation a major 
contribution to the field and a 'must' read for all US historians' The American Historical 'Hogan's fine book drives 
home the point that the overall impact of the national security state was, in dollar terms and enlargement of federal 
power, far greater that the effect of social programs Easily the most comprehensive and conceptually innovative study 
of the institutionalization of the cold war.' The Boston Book 'The author succeeds brilliantly in demonstrating the 
impact of political culture on the formation of a new American state fundamentally different from that which existed 
before.' Foreign Affairs'Hogan's powerful, neo-Bryanite message shines through in the end: tough talk by American 
leaders led to big expenditure, and 'humanity was sacrificed on a cross of iron'.' Journal of American Historyber das 
ProduktThis title provides a comprehensive account of the national security state that emerged in the first decade of 
the Cold War. President Harry S. Truman and his successor contested the nation's political identity and postwar 
purpose, and determined the size and shape of the resultant national security state. 


