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Von Marcus Ferrar : A Foot In Both Camps: A German Past for Better and For Worse (English Edition) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Foot In Both Camps: 
A German Past for Better and For Worse (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. No more 
need to take sidesVon WeltbhneGermany and Britain shouldn't be two camps, at least not any more, but they have 
been throughout the last century, and still seem to be, particularly to the British. Marcus Ferrar makes the national 
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taking of sides appear historically understandable, even inevitable, but no longer relevant, by telling the personal 
stories of his own life and family, in their dramatic historical context. They are fascinating and sometimes moving 
stories, told in an informative, persuasive and readable manner. His judgements are reasonable and compassionate. I 
hope that his message gets across to as many readers as possible.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. A foot in both campsVon BijleveldA foot in both camps is a well written account of the challenges faced by 
someone who somehow belongs to opposing sites. It is a great complement the Century Trilogy by Ken Follett 
especially tome 2 , The Winter of the World.Anne Willem Bijleveld

KurzbeschreibungThis engaging and touching historical memoir based on years of research and unforgettable 
interviews is a tale of Britons and Germans, and their contrasting values. It is the life story of a journalist who has 
lived with both peoples for over 50 years. His German mother emigrated to England after falling foul of the Nazis. His 
British father fought in World War II, and the author grew up proud of Britains victory over Hitler. Yet from an early 
age, he became acquainted with German relatives and the German economic miracle. After creating mayhem during 
the Nazi era, Germans have regained the high ground through unreserved assumption of guilt. Through the hard work 
and thrift the author already observed in his grandfather, Germans are set to become the natural leaders in 
Europe.During the Cold War, the author lived as a Reuters correspondent in Communist East Berlin, the only Western 
journalist permitted to do so, experiencing the militaristic habits of old Germany and the humiliation of a people 
saddled with a failed economic system they did not want.Acutely observed and brilliantly narrated, the book traces the 
dramatic changes which have taken place in the two peoples attitudes since the war: Britain acts according to the 
principles of its military heritage, while Germany has swung to pacifism. The author highlights exceptional characters 
(and controversial ones) who dared to swim against the tide. Some paid a severe price, but others such as Ludwig 
Erhard, Lucius Clay and Willy Brandt changed the course of history. No religion, doctrine or teaching showed them 
which way to go. They instinctively felt back to simple values in their inner consciences. With a foot in both camps, 
the author has to define where he stands on important moral issues of our time, inspiring the reader to do the same. 
'This lucidly-written book bridges the gap between Britain and Germany with scrupulous analysis and humane 
sympathy. It is an elegantly concise view of Anglo-German history set in the realities of personal and family 
existence.'- Jim Reed, Emeritus Professor of German Language and Literature, University of Oxford.As the son of a 
German mother and an English father the author grew up with relatives in both countries and a knowledge of both 
languages before going on to an international career as a journalist which has taken him all over Europe. In this 
engaging book, Marcus Ferrar combines a personal memoir with a well-informed grasp of the history of both countries 
and their attitudes towards each other over the past century. Both his parents are still alive, his mother now in her 
hundredth year, and in this lively and personal account the author gives a vivid picture of what he has made of the 
challenges presented by both sides of his Anglo-German heritage during the past half century. - Iain R. Smith, 
Emeritus Reader in History, University of WarwickMarcus Ferrar has a rare capability to penetrate to the essence of a 
historical subject. He illuminates through apparently effortless storytelling while maintaining the highest standards in 
fact gathering and analysis. - Dr Frances Pinter, Visiting Fellow, London School of EconomicsMarcus Ferrar was a 
journalist with Reuters for 18 years. During the Cold War he was their correspondent in East Berlin, lived in Prague 
and over three years covered all of Eastern Europe. He then reported the Portuguese revolution and served in the 
management of Reuters. Now a writer and an award-winning communication consultant living in Oxford, he 
specializes in writing about WWII, Communism, Germany, and Eastern Europe, with special emphasis on peoples 
who have difficult historical heritages. Together with John Corsellis, he wrote Slovenia 1945, which was published in 
English, Slovene and Italian. For more information, you can visit his website www.marcusferrar.org, read his blog 
http://mferrar.wordpress.com/ or follow him on Twitter mferrar or on Facebook.KurzbeschreibungThis engaging and 
touching historical memoir based on years of research and unforgettable interviews is a tale of Britons and Germans, 
and their contrasting values. It is the life story of a journalist who has lived with both peoples for over 50 years. His 
German mother emigrated to England after falling foul of the Nazis. His British father fought in World War II, and the 
author grew up proud of Britains victory over Hitler. Yet from an early age, he became acquainted with German 
relatives and the German economic miracle. After creating mayhem during the Nazi era, Germans have regained the 
high ground through unreserved assumption of guilt. Through the hard work and thrift the author already observed in 
his grandfather, Germans are set to become the natural leaders in Europe.During the Cold War, the author lived as a 
Reuters correspondent in Communist East Berlin, the only Western journalist permitted to do so, experiencing the 
militaristic habits of old Germany and the humiliation of a people saddled with a failed economic system they did not 
want.Acutely observed and brilliantly narrated, the book traces the dramatic changes which have taken place in the 
two peoples attitudes since the war: Britain acts according to the principles of its military heritage, while Germany has 
swung to pacifism. The author highlights exceptional characters (and controversial ones) who dared to swim against 
the tide. Some paid a severe price, but others such as Ludwig Erhard, Lucius Clay and Willy Brandt changed the 



course of history. No religion, doctrine or teaching showed them which way to go. They instinctively felt back to 
simple values in their inner consciences. With a foot in both camps, the author has to define where he stands on 
important moral issues of our time, inspiring the reader to do the same. 'This lucidly-written book bridges the gap 
between Britain and Germany with scrupulous analysis and humane sympathy. It is an elegantly concise view of 
Anglo-German history set in the realities of personal and family existence.'- Jim Reed, Emeritus Professor of German 
Language and Literature, University of Oxford.As the son of a German mother and an English father the author grew 
up with relatives in both countries and a knowledge of both languages before going on to an international career as a 
journalist which has taken him all over Europe. In this engaging book, Marcus Ferrar combines a personal memoir 
with a well-informed grasp of the history of both countries and their attitudes towards each other over the past century. 
Both his parents are still alive, his mother now in her hundredth year, and in this lively and personal account the author 
gives a vivid picture of what he has made of the challenges presented by both sides of his Anglo-German heritage 
during the past half century. - Iain R. Smith, Emeritus Reader in History, University of WarwickMarcus Ferrar has a 
rare capability to penetrate to the essence of a historical subject. He illuminates through apparently effortless 
storytelling while maintaining the highest standards in fact gathering and analysis. - Dr Frances Pinter, Visiting 
Fellow, London School of EconomicsMarcus Ferrar was a journalist with Reuters for 18 years. During the Cold War 
he was their correspondent in East Berlin, lived in Prague and over three years covered all of Eastern Europe. He then 
reported the Portuguese revolution and served in the management of Reuters. Now a writer and an award-winning 
communication consultant living in Oxford, he specializes in writing about WWII, Communism, Germany, and 
Eastern Europe, with special emphasis on peoples who have difficult historical heritages. Together with John 
Corsellis, he wrote Slovenia 1945, which was published in English, Slovene and Italian. For more information, you 
can visit his website www.marcusferrar.org, read his blog http://mferrar.wordpress.com/ or follow him on Twitter 
mferrar or on Facebook. 


