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Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersWhere's the threat?' said a former British Prime Minister from 1970s 
after the Soviet Union had broken up in 1991. True, the cold war was finally over, but as recent history has shown, this 
display of optimism was somewhat premature even at the time.It was about then that despite the disappearance, in 
effect, of the old Soviet tyranny, other security threats from unexpected quarters began to emerge, culminating in the 
atrocities of 9/11 perpetrated by Al Qaeda.The landscape of threat has subsequently undergone quite radical change, 
featuring certain developments that have been totally unexpected, e.g. the Arab Spring. This guide by Julian Richards 
first assesses the current state of play pertaining to the UK's national security, then points up future threats and 
suggests ways and means by which these can be counteracted.Penetrating and analytical, the guide is logically divided 
into three parts covering respectively, threats, responses and strategies. Part Three on strategies is particularly topical, 
with its discussions on, for example, the case for restructuring' Britain's place in the world' the changing character of 
conflict' and the nuclear question.There's an interesting chapter on 'Fighting Asymmetric Conflicts', i.e. Afghanistan 
and additional chapters on 'Restructuring Military Capability''as well as domestic policies'EU, UN and NATO 
partnerships'and the US/UK 'special relationship.As one might imagine, there's no one answer to terrorism, either by 
states, or individuals and indeed the list of actual and potential threats to national security is a lengthy one, ranging 
from overseas conflicts, to domestic unrest and extremism, cyber-security and of course natural and man-made 
disasters. Nonetheless Richards remarks in his thought provoking guide that 'uncertainty is the essence of the 
contemporary challenge for national security strategizing,' adding as an example that, 'no government or intelligence 
agency had predicted the way events would unfold in the Middle East at the beginning of 2011, or the extent of them.' 
'Flexibility is the key,' he says, to coping with a range of unexpected situations.Anyone involved with security issues, 
from those working in intelligence and counter-terrorism, to those advising on government policy, as well as 
researchers and academics, will all benefit by Richards's thorough and systematic approach to this fraught, 
controversial and difficult subject.

KurzbeschreibungA Guide to National Security offers an analysis of the threats and policy responses facing the UK, 
presented within the framework of the Government's National Security Strategy and the Strategic Defence and 
Security . It explores the processes and developments which have shaped the transformation of national security over 
the last three decades, and critically examines the processes of politicisation and securitisation that have delivered the 
newstrategic vision.Presented in three parts, the book has taken one of the key recommendations from the National 
Security Strategy - collaboration between police and national security agencies - and used this as both the viewpoint 
from which to assess the current state of play regarding the UK's national security, as well as the approach to 
identifying future threats and creating policies and tactics to deal with them. Part One: Threats sets the scene for the 
current status of national security in the UKand relates this to the rest of the world, before moving on to the myriad of 
possible threats facing governments and intelligence services, from organised crime and terrorism to cyber-threats and 
failed states. Part Two: Responses looks at the interaction between governments and other agencies in response toa 
threat, how that framework functions and is organized, as well as the action or response taken. Finally, Part Three: 
Strategies offers a range of considerations for the future, including making a case for military restructuring, discussing 
domestic policies regarding radicalisation and other internal security issues, and the building of partnerships with the 
EU and the rest of the world, as well as within current international organizations, such as the UN and NATO. 
Throughout, thebook presents opinions from leading figures across the agencies, including the National Security 
Council and members of ACPO, as well as case studies and suggestions for further investigation.This book provides a 
number of fascinating and critical points for those interested in the UK's own national security organization, from 
those working in intelligence, counter-terrorism and organised crime within the police, staff within the national 
intelligence agencies, and policy advisers and officials. However, the contemporary era of globalisation means that it 
also has resonances for anyone involved in such issues across the Western world and beyond.PressestimmenThis book 
mostly 'unpacks' everything you need to know about national security in a clear and simple way. * Sally Ramage, The 
Criminal Lawyer * Anyone involved with security issues, from those working in intelligence and counter-terrorism, to 
those advising on government policy, as well as researchers and academics, will all benefit by Richards's thorough and 
systematic approach to this fraught, controversial and difficult subject. * Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor, 
Richmond Green Chambers * Not only is this an important addition to the academic world of anti-terrorism law, but is 
essential reading especially for police involved in airport security, transport police and readers interested in security 
anywhere. * Sally Ramage, The Criminal Lawyer *KurzbeschreibungA Guide to National Security offers an analysis 
of the threats and policy responses facing the UK, presented within the framework of the Government's National 
Security Strategy and the Strategic Defence and Security . It explores the processes and developments which have 
shaped the transformation of national security over the last three decades, and critically examines the processes of 
politicisation and securitisation that have delivered the newstrategic vision.Presented in three parts, the book has taken 
one of the key recommendations from the National Security Strategy - collaboration between police and national 



security agencies - and used this as both the viewpoint from which to assess the current state of play regarding the 
UK's national security, as well as the approach to identifying future threats and creating policies and tactics to deal 
with them. Part One: Threats sets the scene for the current status of national security in the UKand relates this to the 
rest of the world, before moving on to the myriad of possible threats facing governments and intelligence services, 
from organised crime and terrorism to cyber-threats and failed states. Part Two: Responses looks at the interaction 
between governments and other agencies in response toa threat, how that framework functions and is organized, as 
well as the action or response taken. Finally, Part Three: Strategies offers a range of considerations for the future, 
including making a case for military restructuring, discussing domestic policies regarding radicalisation and other 
internal security issues, and the building of partnerships with the EU and the rest of the world, as well as within 
current international organizations, such as the UN and NATO. Throughout, thebook presents opinions from leading 
figures across the agencies, including the National Security Council and members of ACPO, as well as case studies 
and suggestions for further investigation.This book provides a number of fascinating and critical points for those 
interested in the UK's own national security organization, from those working in intelligence, counter-terrorism and 
organised crime within the police, staff within the national intelligence agencies, and policy advisers and officials. 
However, the contemporary era of globalisation means that it also has resonances for anyone involved in such issues 
across the Western world and beyond. 


