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Von Daniel Byman : A High Price: The Triumphs and Failures of Israeli Counterterrorism  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A High Price: The Triumphs and Failures of 
Israeli Counterterrorism: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Grndlich, sorgsam, kenntnisreichVon LuciusDaniel Byman schildert und analysiert die Geschichte des gegen Israels 
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gerichteten Terrorismus auf der einen Seite und die Antiterrormanahmen, die Israel unternimmt, auf der anderen Seite. 
Der zeitliche Horizont bewegt sich zwischen der Zeit unmittelbar vor der Staatsgrndung Israels bis etwa 2010. 
Herausgekommen ist ein ungemein kenntnisreiches, grndliches und sorgsam gearbeitetes Buch, dass vom Terrorismus 
diverser skularer Palstinensergruppierungen ber die Hamas und die Hisbollah sowie dem Terrorismus durch jdische 
Israelis selbst bzw. den diversen Mitteln des Counterterrorismus vom militrischen Einmarsch bis zu gezielten Ttungen 
alles umfasst, was in dieser Zeit wichtig war. Byman gelingt es meisterhaft, auf diesem verminten Gelnde durchweg 
neutral und abgewogen zu bleiben. Seine Darstellung und Analyse folgen nicht dem Narrativ irgendeiner Partei, es 
gelingt ihm aber zugleich, Verstndnis fr die Sichtweisen, Handlungen und auch Fehler aller Beteiligten zu erzeugen. 
Diese wissenschaftliche Abgewogenheit gilt auch mit Blick auf die Kritik von Menschenrechtlern in Europa und USA 
am Vorgehen Israels.So ist es ein Buch geworden, dass sich an alle Leute richtet, die interessiert sind, sich mit dem 
Thema Terrorismus fundiert, realittsbezogen und ernsthaft auseinander zu setzen. Die Lehren, die Byman zieht, und 
die er immer wieder von der Einleitung bis zum Schlusskapitel anspricht, gelten dabei weit ber den Schauplatz Nahost 
hinaus. Einfache Antworten gibt es in der Terrorismusbekmpfung nicht, dass wird deutlich. Egal, wofr man sich 
entscheidet und es mag, wie Byman nachweist, auch gute Argumente fr bestimmte gewaltsame Manahmen geben man 
gibt immer andere Ziele und Gter auf oder setzt sie aufs Spiel.Im Zuge der Lektre hat sich bei mir ein immer strkerer 
Pessimismus eingestellt. Wenn man Seite um Seite liest, welch schlimme Gewalt und Gegengewalt ausgebt wird, wie 
sich die Fronten immer weiter verhrten, wie auch groe Teile der breiten Bevlkerung aller Seiten kaum noch friedens- 
und kompromissfhig scheinen und entsprechenden Druck auf die jeweilige politische Fhrung ausben, scheint es mir 
nahezu ausgeschlossen, dass in Nahost ein stabiler Friede geschaffen werden kann.

KurzbeschreibungThe product of painstaking research and countless interviews, A High Price offers a nuanced, 
definitive historical account of Israel's bold but often failed efforts to fight terrorist groups. Beginning with the violent 
border disputes that emerged after Israel's founding in 1948, Daniel Byman charts the rise of Yasir Arafat's Fatah and 
leftist groups such as the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine--organizations that ushered in the era of 
international terrorism epitomized by the 1972 hostage-taking at the Munich Olympics. Byman reveals how Israel 
fought these groups and others, such as Hamas, in the decades that follow, with particular attention to the grinding and 
painful struggle during the second intifada. Israel's debacles in Lebanon against groups like the Lebanese Hizballah are 
examined in-depth, as is the country's problematic response to Jewish terrorist groups that have struck at Arabs and 
Israelis seeking peace. In surveying Israel's response to terror, the author points to the coups of shadowy Israeli 
intelligence services, the much-emulated use of defensive measures such as sky marshals on airplanes, and the role of 
controversial techniques such as targeted killings and the security barrier that separates Israel from Palestinian areas. 
Equally instructive are the shortcomings that have undermined Israel's counterterrorism goals, including a disregard 
for long-term planning and a failure to recognize the long-term political repercussions of counterterrorism 
tactics.Pressestimmen"A great introduction to Israeli counterterrorism."--Thomas E. Ricks, Foreign Policy 
"Meticulously researched...a fascinating account of Israel's techniques for recruiting informants in hostile territory and 
its evolving efforts to make its interrogation practices conform to the strictures of international law."--Wall Street 
Journal "An admirably even-handed book."--The Economist "A definitive work on Israel's war against Palestinian 
terrorism. Packed with statistics and excellent documentation, it will certainly be an important reference for years to 
come."--Moment "For a democracy, some ways of defeating terrorism can be a Pyrrhic victory. Byman shows us what 
Israel did against terrorists that failed, what worked, and what was counter-productive. We can learn from Israel's 
experience. We do not have to repeat their mistakes... if we know what they were."--Richard A. Clarke, author of 
Against All Enemies and Cyber War "Daniel Byman has produced a vitally important, invaluable history and analysis 
of Israeli counterterrorism policy and practice. His research and judgments are balanced, nuanced, grounded in 
evidence and highly credible. He shatters the easy myths about Israeli brilliance and bungling against its terrorist 
adversaries and leads us to an understanding of why it remains so important for Israel to discover a path forward that 
will integrate its counterterrorism tactics into a wider strategy that can produce, as the author puts it, 'peace within its 
borders and with its neighbors.'" --Steve Coll, author of Ghost Wars and The Bin Ladens "On a topic that excites great 
passion, Dan Byman has written a cool, lucid, and balanced work. This is, and for years to come will remain, the best 
book explaining the Israeli experience, its successes and its failures, to all democracies facing terrorist threats."--Eliot 
A. Cohen, Robert E. Osgood Professor of Strategic Studies, SAIS, Johns Hopkins "Israel has been fighting terrorism 
from its first days as a state more than six decades ago. In this first in-depth, comprehensive history and analysis of 
Israel's counter-terrorism strategy Dan Byman has done an extraordinary job of marshalling the facts and presenting a 
compelling critique. Anyone with an interest in combating the scourge of terrorism or understanding Israel's unique 
approach to the challenge will find this book an insightful, thought-provoking guide and a fascinating read."--Martin 
Indyk, Vice President and Director of the Foreign Policy Program at Brookings and former U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
"Byman has produced a meticulously researched and well-written book that both informs and engages the reader. The 



hope is that his painstaking and clear-eyed historical analysis of the theory and practice of Israeli counterterrorism, 
illuminating unnecessary setbacks as well as improbable successes, will help open space for a more efficacious and 
salutary integration of counterterrorism and policy."--Survival "[A] comprehensive account of the effectiveness of 
Israel's counterterrorism campaigns since the country became independent.... This book is enriched by [Byman's] 
research visits to Israel and meetings with leading Israeli security officials cited throughout the volume." --ashington 
Times "Recommended not only as an introductory text to readers new to the subject, but also as a reference book for 
experts. The quality of the research makes it a valuable research." --Army HistoryKurzbeschreibungThe product of 
painstaking research and countless interviews, A High Price offers a nuanced, definitive historical account of Israel's 
bold but often failed efforts to fight terrorist groups. Beginning with the violent border disputes that emerged after 
Israel's founding in 1948, Daniel Byman charts the rise of Yasir Arafat's Fatah and leftist groups such as the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine--organizations that ushered in the era of international terrorism epitomized by the 
1972 hostage-taking at the Munich Olympics. Byman reveals how Israel fought these groups and others, such as 
Hamas, in the decades that follow, with particular attention to the grinding and painful struggle during the second 
intifada. Israel's debacles in Lebanon against groups like the Lebanese Hizballah are examined in-depth, as is the 
country's problematic response to Jewish terrorist groups that have struck at Arabs and Israelis seeking peace. In 
surveying Israel's response to terror, the author points to the coups of shadowy Israeli intelligence services, the much-
emulated use of defensive measures such as sky marshals on airplanes, and the role of controversial techniques such as 
targeted killings and the security barrier that separates Israel from Palestinian areas. Equally instructive are the 
shortcomings that have undermined Israel's counterterrorism goals, including a disregard for long-term planning and a 
failure to recognize the long-term political repercussions of counterterrorism tactics. 


