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Von Jean Berenger, C.A. Simpson : A History of the Habsburg Empire 1273-1700 before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of the Habsburg Empire 1273-1700:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Outstanding piece of scholarship eminently readable by allVon jjulbrecht@aol.comBerenger's book is an outstanding
piece of scholarship eminently readable by scientists and lay people alike. Professor Berenger succeeded in this book
in depicting how and why the miscellaneos nations of the Austrian Empire tried to shape their destinies against the
background of complex relationships, even intrigues in the Habsburg family. In this work, Berenger undertook an
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enormous task of deciphering the colorful tapestry of the individual nations of the monarchy and, without taking sides,
of determining their respective weights and roles in shaping the power structure of the monarchy.Thus, the book is
primarily astudy in the history of Central Europe while not neglecting the history of the Habsburg family. To explain
the conditions and circumstances that made it possible for arelatively unknown count Rudolf of Habsburg to make the
lands of Austria his springboard to power, Berenger takes usfirst to the middle of the 12th century when two kings,
the Czech king Premysl Otakar 11 and the Hungarian king Bela IV vied for the domination of the Austrian lands.
Eventually, the Czech ruler prevailed and his Austro-Bohemian state stretched from the Adriatic to the Baltic. This
powerhouse, Berenger explains, was the thorn in the side of the German princes who decide to play Rudolf against
Otakar. Eventually, Rudolf with their help overpowered Otakar by ruse and sword and had him killed by the hands of
treasonous Czech noblemen. Austrialay open before Rudolf. The Habsburgs proved to be consummate politicians
who mastered the art of playing their enemies against each other, who knew how to make use of religious tensions to
get the Vatican on their side thus further strengthening their position in Europe. Berenger takes us then through the
centuries of bitter wars against the invading Turks the brunt of which was born mainly by the Hungarians, through the
fires of Reformation and Contra-Reformation, from the splendor of the Renaissance court of the Emperor Rudolf 11 in
Prague, where religeous tolerance and the pursuit of sciences florished, to the gradual concentration of political powers
in Vienna. While masterfully moulding the enormous mass of facts and relationshipsinto an integrated, logical picture
of Central Europe, Berenger does not neglect to provide the total picture of the Universal Habsburg Monarchy which,
through another branch of the family encompassed Spain and other countries of Western Europe. We can only hope
that the second volume of Professor Berenger's outstanding work will be equally illuminating and captivating reading
aswas thisfirst volume. J.J.UIbrech

KurzbeschreibungThe first part of atwo-volume history of the Habsburg Empire from its medieval originsto its
dismemberment in the First World War.This important volume (which is self-contained) meets along-felt need for a
systematic survey in English of the Habsburgs and their lands in the late medieval and early modern periods. It is
primarily concerned with the Habsburg territories in central and northern Europe, but the history of the Spanish
Habsburgsin Spain and the Netherlands is also covered. The book, like the Habsburgs themselves, deals with an
immense range of lands and peoples: clear, balanced, and authoritative, it is aremarkable feat of synthethis and
exposition.KurzbeschreibungThe first part of atwo-volume history of the Habsburg Empire from its medieval origins
to its dismemberment in the First World War.This important volume (which is self-contained) meets along-felt need
for a systematic survey in English of the Habsburgs and their lands in the late medieval and early modern periods. It is
primarily concerned with the Habsburg territories in central and northern Europe, but the history of the Spanish
Habsburgsin Spain and the Netherlands is al'so covered. The book, like the Habsburgs themselves, deals with an
immense range of lands and peoples. clear, balanced, and authoritative, it is aremarkable feat of synthethis and
exposition.Synopsis The first part of atwo-volume history of the Habsburg Empire from its originsin the late
medieval period to its dismemberment in World War 1. This volume, which is self-contained, meets along-felt need
for a systematic survey of the Habsburgs in the early modern period. It is primarily concerned with the lands and
peoples who had been brought under the personal rule of the Habsburg dynasty by the end of the Middle Ages -
notably the Germans, Austrians, Czechs and Hungarians. The family history of the Habsburgs themselvesis skilfully
interwoven with the accumulation of territory and the processes of state formation. Much biographical detail of the
dominant Habsburg personalities emerges from what is primarily a political narrative; and there are extended
discussions of economic developments, social change, and cultural matters. The history of the Spanish Habsburgsis
also explained in sufficient detail to show how the fortunes of the Spanish and Austrian branches of the family were
linked.



