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Von Allen C. Guelzo : Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An
Important Book in Lincoln StudiesVon Scott E. RosenauThousands of books have been written about Abraham
Lincoln. These books have ranged from general biographies, multi-volume biographies, examinations of his political
career, his presidency, and his views on slavery. Allen Guelzo, in this excellent book, gives us an ideological |ook at
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the 16th president. Most historians have ignored Lincoln as a philosophical thinker and Guel zo tries to open up this
aspect of Lincoln's character and thought. Examining Lincoln's moral and religious beliefs and how they evolved,
Guelzo portrays Lincoln, not as areligious skeptic or as a Christian Redeemer as other biographers have, but as a
seeker. Throughout hislife, according to Guelzo, Lincoln islooking for areligious structure that he can believe in, but
never finds one that meets his needs. Lincoln continues to sense a feeling of inadequacy as the beliefs from his
predestinarian Calvinist background give him a sense that he was not one of the elect. This predestinarian background
also makes Lincoln feel that, in Lincoln's words, "events have controlled me." During the Civil War, it is this sense of
inevitability and predetermination that guides Lincoln in many of his anti-slavery and reconstruction policies. Lincoln
sees himself asatool in bringing about God's will, even though he doubts that he will achieve salvation.0 von 0
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Supremely satisfyingVon Sean Winniel've never written one of these
reviews before but having just finished this book | feel compelled to sing its praises. | have also never been a big fan
of biographies as a genre, but given this book as an unexpected gift | thought I'd make a go of it.I made the mistake of
reading one of the appendices of this book before starting it. This appendix detailed the many prior attempts to put
Lincoln'slife into one or two volumes and the consequent warping of the details and ideas of hislife by these
biographers. It was enough to plant a seed of doubt in anyone's mind that justice could be doneto Lincoln'slifeasa
biography.But after the introduction to this book, the reader is easily reassured that thisis no ordinary biography - it
focusesin avery analytical way on the culture and community philosophy of 19th century America and brings the
details of Lincoln'slife into play only within that context. It never sinksinto outright eulogies or worship of Lincoln,
but rather takes pains to emphasize his conflicting priorities, and above all his humanity. It is an approach that makes
one appreciate Lincoln much more than if he were simply praised for 400 pages.| was infatuated with this book from
beginning to end, and am already planning on reading it again.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Unsubstantiated Conclusions; Difficult to UnderstandV on Ein Kundel must disagree with the generally
positive reviews of this book. | have read so many Lincoln books, With Malice Towards None, by Stephen Oats, being
one of the better ones. In Malice, Lincoln's personality seems to flow through the pages, and the book is a pleasurable
read. It isalso intelligently and clearly written. Conclusions are generally substantiated or debated and weighed in
light of the historical record.This book, by contrast, is so very inaccessible and difficult to understand. Request to
author: please write in plain english, and don't try to impress us with your acumen and intelligence. Y our message,
whatever isis, islost in your obscure presentation. I'm not interested in you, or your vocabulary; I'm interested in
Lincoln.This author, in addition, with no material substantiating evidence other than primarily Herndan's accounts
(and Herndon disliked Mary Todd), accepts wholeheartedly that Ann Rutlidge was the only woman Lincon ever loved,
and that Lincoln was engaged to be married to her. Maybe thiswas true; and, if so, fine. . . but | was not convined by
what was presented in the book. Many Lincoln biographers question what this author presents as fact.

KurzbeschreibungThis major biography of Abraham Lincoln has won the prestigious Lincoln Prize, the annual award
given to the best book in the Civil War field. Guelzo's superb work breaks new ground in exploring the role of ideasin
Lincoln'slife, treating him for the first time as a serious thinker deeply involved in the struggles of nineteenth-century
thought.Pressestimmen™ Out of the countless volumes written about our 16th president, this ranks quite simply among
the best.""Is it possible that amid the voluminous literature on Abraham Lincoln, there isroom for yet another study?
Allen Guelzo's Abraham Lincoln eloquently provesthat thereis." The Historical Journal"Guelzo'sis a satisfying
portrait, perhaps because he has been a scholar of Jonathan Edwards, so is more conscious of the intellectual and
political contexts that preceded and made Lincoln, but less concerned with the retrospective usefulness of Lincoln as a
national icon."Times Literary Supplement"" Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President” is the best study of Lincoln's
religious thought, and all the better because it situates that thought in the context of Lincoln's whole career. Guelzo's
purposeisto take Lincoln seriously 'as aman of ideas.' He succeeds admirably. . . .Butitisin hisanalysis of Lincoln's
religious ideas that Guelzo makes his most important contribution.” Choice" Guelzo's book, the first true intellectual
biography of the man the author calls America's 'redeemer president, ' ranks among the most significant half-dozen
studies of Lincoln during aremarkable decade of scholarship. . . . Especially perceptive is Guelzo's portrayal of
Lincoln's odyssey from youthful scoffer to perhaps most religious of US presidents, ever rejecting the ritual and
denominational dogma of public worship but increasingly taken with a personal form of Calvinist spirituality
culminating in hisimmortal Second Inaugural Address, arguably the most profound exploration of religious values
ever penned by an American author. . . Recommended for literate readers at all levels." Publishers Weekly"Is it
possible that amid the voluminous literature on Abraham Lincoln, thereis room for yet another study? Allen Guelzo's
"Abraham Lincoln" eloguently provesthat thereis, since religion has been sorely neglected by historians of Lincoln
and the Civil War."The Wall Street Journal" The number of books about Abraham Lincoln is almost beyond counting. .
. Unigue among this outpouring is Allen C. Guelzo's 'Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President, ' an intellectual
biography of a president who was, at bottom, aman of ideas. . . Interestingly, for Lincoln the mixing of moralism and



politics came rather late. . . With the approach of the Civil War, he began to make use of religiousimagery in his
public statements, while the war itself seemed to provoke in him something close to areligious quest to discover its
meaning. Dissecting this quest forms the core of 'Redeemer President, ' and the job Mr. Guelzo does of it is masterly. .
. It isatestament to the strength of 'Redeemer President' that the mattersit addresses resist easy summary. The value
of the book itself, however, is easy enough to state: Out of the countless volumes written about our 16th president, it
ranks quite simply among the best." The Weekly Standard"One of the subtlest and deepest studies of Lincoln's faith
and thought in many years. . . Seldom has the complex connection between Lincoln's predispositions and Lincoln's
achievements been more insightfully studied than in Allen Guelzo's superb book."Wilson Quarterly" This rich and
subtle study of Lincoln'sintellectual life well deserves to have received the prestigious Lincoln Prize; it is superb."The
Historian"With the freshness of insight often afforded scholars who cross disciplinary boundaries, the author, a student
of intellectual and religious history, makes an important contribution to the field of Lincoln studies. . . Thisisa
thoughtful, engaging, and provocative book that will enlighten both Civil War specialists and students of American
history."The Filson Club History Quarterly"This co-winner of the 1999 Lincoln Prizeis a subtle, insightful, and
convincing analysis of Abraham Lincoln. . . .Guelzo's analysisis sound and generally convincing. . . Thisis one of the
most important booksin adecade rich in Lincoln scholarship." The Journal of Southern History"ls therereally a place
for yet another work on Abraham Lincoln? Allen C. Guelzo has superbly demonstrated that thereis. . . Not only does
the reader of this volume learn much about Lincoln but also about those intertwining economic, intellectual, political,
and religious aspects of American life that so influenced the thought of Abraham Lincoln and othersin the nineteenth
century. This book deservesits rightful place among other exemplary Lincoln biographies."Register of the Kentucky
Historical Society"Solid, well-reasearched, and thought provoking. A welcome addition to our ceasel ess national
fascination with Kentucky's most famous citizen. . . The millennial scholarship on Lincoln is off to an excellent
start."The Historical Journal"Guelzo'sis a satisfying portrait, perhaps because he has been a scholar of Jonathan
Edwards, so is more conscious of the intellectual and political contexts that preceded and made Lincoln, but less
concerned with the retrospective usefulness of Lincoln as anational icon." Times Literary Supplement"" Abraham
Lincoln: Redeemer President” is the best study of Lincoln's religious thought, and all the better because it situates that
thought in the context of Lincoln's whole career. Guelzo's purpose is to take Lincoln seriously ‘as aman of ideas.' He
succeeds admirably. . . .Butitisin hisanalysis of Lincoln's religious ideas that Guelzo makes his most important
contribution." Choice"Guelzo's book, the first true intellectual biography of the man the author calls America's
'redeemer president, ' ranks among the most significant half-dozen studies of Lincoln during a remarkable decade of
scholarship. . . . Especialy perceptive is Guelzo's portrayal of Lincoln's odyssey from youthful scoffer to perhaps most
religious of US presidents, ever rejecting the ritual and denominational dogma of public worship but increasingly
taken with a personal form of Calvinist spirituality culminating in hisimmortal Second Inaugural Address, arguably
the most profound exploration of religious values ever penned by an American author. . . Recommended for literate
readers at all levels." Publishers Weekly"Isit possible that amid the voluminous literature on Abraham Lincoln, there
isroom for yet another study? Allen Guelzo's "Abraham Lincoln" eloquently proves that thereis, sincereligion has
been sorely neglected by historians of Lincoln and the Civil War." The Wall Street Journal”The number of books
about Abraham Lincoln is amast beyond counting. . . Unique among this outpouring is Allen C. Guelzo's 'Abraham
Lincoln: Redeemer President, ' an intellectual biography of a president who was, at bottom, a man of idess. . .
Interestingly, for Lincoln the mixing of moralism and politics came rather late. . . With the approach of the Civil War,
he began to make use of religious imagery in his public statements, while the war itself seemed to provoke in him
something close to areligious quest to discover its meaning. Dissecting this quest forms the core of 'Redeemer
President, ' and the job Mr. Guelzo does of it is masterly. . . It is atestament to the strength of 'Redeemer President’
that the mattersit addresses resist easy summary. The value of the book itself, however, is easy enough to state: Out of
the countless volumes written about our 16th president, it ranks quite simply among the best." The Weekly
Standard" One of the subtlest and deepest studies of Lincoln's faith and thought in many years. . . Seldom has the
complex connection between Lincoln's predispositions and Lincoln's achievements been more insightfully studied than
in Allen Guelzo's superb book." Wilson Quarterly" This rich and subtle study of Lincoln'sintellectual life well
deservesto have received the prestigious Lincoln Prize; it is superb." The Historian"With the freshness of insight often
afforded scholars who cross disciplinary boundaries, the author, a student of intellectual and religious history, makes
an important contribution to the field of Lincoln studies. . . Thisis athoughtful, engaging, and provocative book that
will enlighten both Civil War specialists and students of American history.” The Filson Club History Quarterly"This
co-winner of the 1999 Lincoln Prize is a subtle, insightful, and convincing analysis of Abraham Lincoln. . . .Guelzo's
analysisis sound and generally convincing. . . Thisisone of the most important books in adecade rich in Lincoln
scholarship.” The Journal of Southern History"lsthere really a place for yet another woThe Historical Journal-
Guelzo'sis a satisfying portrait, perhaps because he has been a scholar of Jonathan Edwards, so is more conscious of
the intellectual and political contexts that preceded and made Lincoln, but less concerned with the retrospective
usefulness of Lincoln as a national icon.- Times Literary Supplement-Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President is the
best study of Lincoln's religious thought, and all the better because it situates that thought in the context of Lincoln's



whole career. Guelzo's purpose is to take Lincoln seriously ‘as a man of ideas.' He succeeds admirably. . . .Butitisin
his analysis of Lincoln's religious ideas that Guelzo makes his most important contribution.- Choice-Guel zo's book,
the first true intellectual biography of the man the author calls America's 'redeemer president, ' ranks among the most
significant half-dozen studies of Lincoln during a remarkable decade of scholarship. . . . Especially perceptiveis
Guelzo's portrayal of Lincoln's odyssey from youthful scoffer to perhaps most religious of US presidents, ever
rejecting the ritual and denominational dogma of public worship but increasingly taken with a personal form of
Calvinist spirituality culminating in hisimmortal Second Inaugural Address, arguably the most profound exploration
of religious values ever penned by an American author. . . Recommended for literate readers at all levels.- Publishers
Weekly-Isit possible that amid the voluminous literature on Abraham Lincoln, there is room for yet another study?
Allen Guelzo's Abraham Lincoln eloquently provesthat thereis, since religion has been sorely neglected by historians
of Lincoln and the Civil War.- The Wall Street Journal-The number of books about Abraham Lincoln is almost
beyond counting. . . Unique among this outpouring is Allen C. Guelzo's 'Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President, ' an
intellectual biography of a president who was, at bottom, a man of ideas. . . Interestingly, for Lincoln the mixing of
moralism and politics came rather late. . . With the approach of the Civil War, he began to make use of religious
imagery in his public statements, while the war itself seemed to provoke in him something close to areligious quest to
discover its meaning. Dissecting this quest forms the core of 'Redeemer President, ' and the job Mr. Guelzo does of it
ismasterly. . . It isatestament to the strength of 'Redeemer President' that the matters it addresses resist easy
summary. The value of the book itself, however, is easy enough to state: Out of the countless volumes written about
our 16th president, it ranks quite simply among the best.- The Weekly Standard-One of the subtlest and deepest studies
of Lincoln'sfaith and thought in many years. . . Seldom has the complex connection between Lincoln's predispositions
and Lincoln's achievements been more insightfully studied than in Allen Guelzo's superb book.- Wilson Quarterly-
Thisrich and subtle study of Lincoln'sintellectual life well deserves to have received the prestigious Lincoln Prize; it
is superb.- The Historian-With the freshness of insight often afforded scholars who cross disciplinary boundaries, the
author, a student of intellectual and religious history, makes an important contribution to the field of Lincoln studies. .
. Thisisathoughtful, engaging, and provocative book that will enlighten both Civil War specialists and students of
American history.- The Filson Club History Quarterly-This co-winner of the 1999 Lincoln Prizeis a subtle, insightful,
and convincing analysis of Abraham Lincoln. . . .Guelzo's analysisis sound and generally convincing. . . Thisis one of
the most important books in a decade rich in Lincoln scholarship.- The Journal of Southern History-Isthere realy a
place for yet another woKurzbeschreibungThis major biography of Abraham Lincoln has won the prestigious Lincoln
Prize, the annual award given to the best book in the Civil War field. Guelzo's superb work breaks new ground in
exploring the role of ideas in Lincoln'slife, treating him for the first time as a serious thinker deeply involved in the
struggles of nineteenth-century thought.



