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Von Walter Goralski : ADSL and DSL Technologies (McGraw-Hill Series on Computer Communications) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised ADSL and DSL 
Technologies (McGraw-Hill Series on Computer Communications): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
comprehensive overview of xDSLVon Duwayne AndersonWriting a popular book about xDSL technology is a 
daunting task, but one that Walter Goralski largely accomplishes in his book "ADSL and DSL technologies." The 
book begins with a global view of the US telecommunications network, how the Internet is challenging this network, 
and what technologies are being developed to address the problems. This world view does an excellent job of placing 
xDSL technologies in perspective: they are solutions to digital data transport over portions of a telecommunications 
network designed specifically for analog voice traffic.The author has provide an excellent summary of how the 
American telephone network began, how it evolved, the various regulatory actions along the way, and the current state 
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of affairs. For example, many people familiar with load coils and bridge taps know they can cause problems for xDSL 
technologies. Goralski explains how these devices got into the network in the first place, and the specific problems 
they pose for digital high-speed technologies. As part of this discussion the author describes the first analog systems, 
later digital systems, multiplexing and trunk topologies, different switching technologies (packet and circuit) and the 
first wave of digital services such as ISDN.After a brief discussion of modems, the author launches into the main 
subject, which is the xDSL family of products and technology. He gives a brief high-level descriptions of HDSL, 
SDSL, RADSL, CDSL, IDSL, ADSL, and VDSL. Up to this point the number of acronyms is relatively manageable, 
but once he begins discussing xDSL in earnest the acronyms emerge exponentially. Fortunately, Goralski has a list of 
about 250 acronyms in the back of the book. This list is especially useful later in the book where the author uses them 
with abandon. Though extensive, the list is not complete. For example, the acronyms PCM and STU are not included. 
Of course, the author says there is "really no such thing as an 'STU,' at least not as a standard device." This only adds 
to the confusion of the use of such an acronym, and contributes to the "acronym overload" one often feels when 
reading this book.After the brief introduction to the xDSL family, the author devotes a full chapter each to HDSL and 
then to ADSL. After this, the book deals almost exclusively with ADSL-related issues (except for a chapter on VDSL 
at the back of the book).I was disappointed the author spent so little time describing the digital coding techniques that 
are so important for DSL technologies. Except for a brief mention of QAM, the author leaves his audience almost 
entirely in the dark as to how the digital codes work, and what are their individual strengths and weaknesses.The 
author goes into considerable detail (more than any other individual topic) describing the ADSL architecture and 
interface systems. Chapter nine, dealing with ADSL interfaces, is confusing and would benefit from more diagrams. 
Several subjects are discussed without proper introduction, leading to questions people might ask if they are not 
already familiar with the terminology. Additional topics in the book's midsection include descriptions of transport 
classes, bearer channels, frames, super frames, frame structure, interleaved data, and overhead. The author also 
provides considerable high-level detail about various configurations in which ADSL can be deployed.The book ends 
with three of its most important chapters. Chapter 13 describes migration scenarios from the various derivatives of 
xDSL to ADSL, and from ADSL to VDSL. Chapter 14 describes VDSL in more detail, since the author apparently 
concludes VDSL will be the ultimate mechanism by which telecommunications companies will provide truly 
broadband services. Chapter 15 finishes with a discussion about the major outstanding issues for DSL. These last 
chapters are especially useful for global thinking and positioning.Goralski discusses some market issues for the 
deployment of ADSL, but most of the book centers on technical topics. The author clearly favors xDSL technologies, 
with the apparent conclusion it will win the day over cable modems. It would be useful, however, to see more detailed 
analysis in this area, especially regarding cost for deployment. Though Internet access (e.g. as offered via xDSL) is 
important, Internet access alone will be unable to compete against true broadband services offering video on demand 
in addition to fast Internet access. Goralski seems to recognize this when he discusses VDSL, but even here he fails to 
address economic issues and whether VDSL can compete on price with cable modems.Goralski has a clear, readable 
style, and the book has many figures that greatly help in assimilating ideas. On the negative side, the index is 
inadequate. When reading my copy I used lots of colored markers and sticky tabs so I could go back and find 
important information. The book also has many typographical errors. Clearly, this book went to print in a hurry, 
though this might be somewhat unavoidable given the subject matter and rate with which technology is progressing. 
None of the typographical errors cause significant problems with comprehension. Most are like the one on page 12, 
where the word "enabled" was spelled as "abled." Overall, however, I really enjoyed reading this book. If you are just 
learning about ADSL technologies, or want to brush up on the subject I highly recommend it.Duwayne Anderson1 von 
1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Uniquely Informative Analysis of Digital CommunicationsVon 
Ein KundeThis is a very helpful account of both a new technology and the factors that motivated its development. The 
first half of Goralski's analysis provides an in depth historical perspective of standard telephonic communication. 
Initially I was impatient with that treatment, but I came to appreciate the significance of how the old informs the new. 
In the second half of the book, each permutation of the DSL architecture is treated individually in some depth. Anyone 
who has a need to come to terms with this sometimes confusing arena will benefit directly from Goralski's efforts.0 
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Know the difference in ADSL and DSL and them othersVon 
BernieThis book takes you from ground zero to explain how the many protocols and technologies work. There are 
plenty of diagrams with extensive explanations on each variant with their advantages and disadvantages.Much of the 
information in this book is how the basic telephone system is structures and can apply to many areas besides 
DSL.There is way too much detail to scratch the surface with this review so I will just cover some of the highlights.He 
covers the emergence of the internet and web sites with information about ISP's. From there the Public Switched 
Telephone Network (PSTN) is covered well enough to actually use. Loops and Trunks are covered. This is the mystery 
boxes in the phone room at work. The differences between analog and digital trunks are described. ISDN and DAML 
are covered along with the "Law of Large Numbers". Alright now he moves in to the world of Circuit use and Packet 
Switching. MODEMs yep all kinds 56K, Cable, MMDS, KMDS, and Satellite Systems. DSL's and T1's and so on and 
so on.This book is packed with diagrams and statistics. Want to delve deeper thenAppendix A Case studiesAppendix 



B Sources of Standards and Specification InformationDon't ask me how all this can be packed in one book but it is and 
I use most of this technologies at work and could not fins any slipups.

KurzbeschreibungThe most promising way yet to unclog the Internet bottleneck and speed data across the public 
switched telephone network is ADSL (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line) technology. ADSL loads Web pages up to 
50 times faster and cheaper than ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network) channels and uses existing PSTN copper 
lines; plus, new standards promise to spur rapid development of ADSL-based applications. Carrier personnel, 
educators, consultants, and consumers will find this highly readable and practical ADSL guidebook an attractive 
alternative to highly technical ADSL reference materials. It covers ADSL applications, installation, all technology 
variants (DSL, ADSL, HDSL, and VDSL), ADSL standards, the convergence of DSL and ATM, and includes 
numerous real-world examples.KurzbeschreibungThe most promising way yet to unclog the Internet bottleneck and 
speed data across the public switched telephone network is ADSL (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line) technology. 
ADSL loads Web pages up to 50 times faster and cheaper than ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network) channels 
and uses existing PSTN copper lines; plus, new standards promise to spur rapid development of ADSL-based 
applications. Carrier personnel, educators, consultants, and consumers will find this highly readable and practical 
ADSL guidebook an attractive alternative to highly technical ADSL reference materials. It covers ADSL applications, 
installation, all technology variants (DSL, ADSL, HDSL, and VDSL), ADSL standards, the convergence of DSL and 
ATM, and includes numerous real-world examples.Synopsis With details covering the evolution of digital 
transmission methods, this reference guide to Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Lines (ADSL) discusses the latter's 
applications such as fast Internet access, entertainment video, telecommuting, video conferencing and enhanced 
telephony. 


