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Von Sebastian Smith : Allah's Mountains: The Battle for Chechnya  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Allah's Mountains: The Battle for Chechnya: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great 
book on Ingushetia and Chechnya.Von Jim ThurmanThis book makes a great companion to Anatol Lieven's recent 
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book on Chechnya. Though not as analytical as Lieven's book, "Allah's Mountain's" is well-written and enjoyable to 
read. This is one of the only books I have found with any significant information whatsoever on Chechnya's neighbor, 
Ingushetia.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Allah's MountainsVon KopfThe thing which 
makes this book different than most other books on the topic, is that the author had been there on many of the turning 
points in the war which he describes. It is this first-hand record which stands out, and makes this book so exciting to 
read. One cannot praise Mr. Smith enough for going into the lion's den as journalist and forward the appaling truth 
about this war to the world community. Another positive aspect of "Alla's Mountains" is that the author spends many 
pages on the history of Chechnya and it's relationship with Russia. Without this historical background information, one 
cannot understand this war and the Chechen people. The only point of criticism for me, is that he did not write 
chronical.

KurzbeschreibungAncient travellers called the Caucasus the mountain of languages. Greeks, Persians, Romans, Goths, 
Arabs, Mongols and Turks have all passed through the region; poets and artists have been inspired by its rugged 
beauty and yet its history is a tragic one - for centuries it has been ravaged by virtually continuous war. Every 50 
years, it seems, Russia attempts to take control of this hugely strategic part of the world - sandwiched as it is between 
Iran, Turkey and Russia and crossed by some of the most valuable oil pipelines in the world. The latest conflict to 
sweep across the area began when Vladimir Putin invaded Chechnya in 1999. Thousands of Russian soldiers and 
thousands more Chechens - both rebels and civilians - died and Chechnyas towns and cities were bombed beyond 
recognition. Sebastian Smith travelled to Chechnya during this period. A mixture of travelogue, history and war 
journalism, Allahs Mountains tells the story of the conflict between this nation of mountain tribes and the might of the 
Russian army. A moving example of how history can be written. Smiths account of the historical background to the 
conflict reads like a novel, but better, because it also has the intimacy and immediacy of an eyewitness account. He 
has given us a memorable, well-researched account of a peculiarly horrible war. - Literary This is a riveting book, 
written with almost seemless elegance. - International AffairsPressestimmen"Impressive and wide-ranging," The 
Sunday Times."Fluent and persuasive prose ... admirably clear," New Statesman."A moving example of how history 
can be written. Smith's account of the historical background to the conflict reads like a novel, but better, because it 
also has the intimacy and immediacy of an eyewitness account. He has given us a memorable, well-researched account 
of a peculiarly horrible war," Literary ."This is a riveting book, written with almost seemless elegance. But Allah's 
Mountains is not simply a reportage. In a commendable effort to go beyond the present facts, Smith has delved deeply 
into the broader Caucasian context, steeping himself in the knowledge of its myriad peoples, cultures and languages," 
International Affairs."Sebastian Smith's Allah's Mountains is a riveting battle by battle account," The 
Tablet."Excellent, readable, insightful," Jane's Intelligence ."Smith's book is exceptionally well written, alternating 
between hard reporting and more personal vignettes that give the flavour and emotional colouring of the area," The 
Moscow Times."Impressive and wide-ranging," The Sunday Times."Fluent and persuasive prose ... admirably clear," 
New Statesman."A moving example of how history can be written. Smith's account of the historical background to the 
conflict reads like a novel, but better, because it also has the intimacy and immediacy of an eyewitness account. He 
has given us a memorable, well-researched account of a peculiarly horrible war," Literary ."This is a riveting book, 
written with almost seemless elegance. But Allah's Mountains is not simply a reportage. In a commendable effort to go 
beyond the present facts, Smith has delved deeply into the broader Caucasian context, steeping himself in the 
knowledge of its myriad peoples, cultures and languages," International Affairs."Sebastian Smith's Allah's Mountains 
is a riveting battle by battle account," The Tablet."Excellent, readable, insightful," Jane's Intelligence ."Smith's book is 
exceptionally well written, alternating between hard reporting and more personal vignettes that give the flavour and 
emotional colouring of the area," The Moscow Times."Impressive and wide-ranging," The Sunday Times. "Fluent and 
persuasive prose ... admirably clear," New Statesman. "A moving example of how history can be written. Smith's 
account of the historical background to the conflict reads like a novel, but better, because it also has the intimacy and 
immediacy of an eyewitness account. He has given us a memorable, well-researched account of a peculiarly horrible 
war," Literary . "This is a riveting book, written with almost seemless elegance. But Allah's Mountains is not simply a 
reportage. In a commendable effort to go beyond the present facts, Smith has delved deeply into the broader Caucasian 
context, steeping himself in the knowledge of its myriad peoples, cultures and languages," International Affairs. 
"Sebastian Smith's Allah's Mountains is a riveting battle by battle account," The Tablet. "Excellent, readable, 
insightful," Jane's Intelligence . "Smith's book is exceptionally well written, alternating between hard reporting and 
more personal vignettes that give the flavour and emotional colouring of the area," The Moscow Times.*Impressive 
and wide-ranging, * The Sunday Times. *Fluent and persuasive prose ... admirably clear, * New Statesman. *A 
moving example of how history can be written. Smith's account of the historical background to the conflict reads like a 
novel, but better, because it also has the intimacy and immediacy of an eyewitness account. He has given us a 
memorable, well-researched account of a peculiarly horrible war, * Literary . *This is a riveting book, written with 



almost seemless elegance. But Allah's Mountains is not simply a reportage. In a commendable effort to go beyond the 
present facts, Smith has delved deeply into the broader Caucasian context, steeping himself in the knowledge of its 
myriad peoples, cultures and languages, * International Affairs. *Sebastian Smith's Allah's Mountains is a riveting 
battle by battle account, * The Tablet. *Excellent, readable, insightful, * Jane's Intelligence . *Smith's book is 
exceptionally well written, alternating between hard reporting and more personal vignettes that give the flavour and 
emotional colouring of the area, * The Moscow Times.KurzbeschreibungAncient travellers called the Caucasus the 
mountain of languages. Greeks, Persians, Romans, Goths, Arabs, Mongols and Turks have all passed through the 
region; poets and artists have been inspired by its rugged beauty and yet its history is a tragic one - for centuries it has 
been ravaged by virtually continuous war. Every 50 years, it seems, Russia attempts to take control of this hugely 
strategic part of the world - sandwiched as it is between Iran, Turkey and Russia and crossed by some of the most 
valuable oil pipelines in the world. The latest conflict to sweep across the area began when Vladimir Putin invaded 
Chechnya in 1999. Thousands of Russian soldiers and thousands more Chechens - both rebels and civilians - died and 
Chechnyas towns and cities were bombed beyond recognition. Sebastian Smith travelled to Chechnya during this 
period. A mixture of travelogue, history and war journalism, Allahs Mountains tells the story of the conflict between 
this nation of mountain tribes and the might of the Russian army. A moving example of how history can be written. 
Smiths account of the historical background to the conflict reads like a novel, but better, because it also has the 
intimacy and immediacy of an eyewitness account. He has given us a memorable, well-researched account of a 
peculiarly horrible war. - Literary This is a riveting book, written with almost seemless elegance. - International 
Affairs 


