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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Crash or
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splash”Von David Cohen'The wing tips wobbled dlightly, and suddenly the plane began veering to the left with
increasing speed...it swung around and tilted with its right wing tip almost almost scraping the mat. The right landing
gear suddenly collapsed, followed shortly by the left gear, and the plane dlid on its belly. A shower of sparks spurted
from the airplane...' Honolulu, March 1937, and Amelia Earhart's plane Electra has just crashed while attempting to
take off on atest flight. The crash was bad news for the famous American woman aviator and her team: it meant they
had to approach their financial backers for more fundsto repair the plane if Earhart wasto fly around the world. They
got the money, of course, but worse was to come: Earhart and her navigator disappeared four months later on July 2,
1937, on the longest stretch of their epic trans-global flight. Since then what exactly happened to the Electra and its
occupants has been amystery. One of the stranger rumours have been that Earhart and her navigator were captured
and spirited away by the Japanese, who had rather frosty relations with Americain the days before Pearl Harbour and
World War 2. But here the authors claim to solve the mystery: according to their reckoning, and backed up with a
swag of maps, radio transmissions and estimates, they say the Electra simply ran out of fuel somewhere around their
destination of Howland Island, in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. The plane (and the remains of its occupants) are
lying 17,000 feet below the water somewhere around the tiny island. The mystery, of course, iswhy did it happen?

L ong-distance flying was extremely dangerous in those days, but it wasn't complete guesswork: Earhart had the latest
and best radio, planned her flights with great care and had support and encouragement from the highest levels.
However, several factors - minor on their own - al contributed to the disaster that took place. The Electrasradio
equipment was so new it didn't have an accompanying instruction manual. Navigator Fred Noonan was relying on a
map which showed Howland Island six miles west of whereit realy was. The wind was sightly stronger than Earhart
thought it was, thus pushing her further away from the right direction. There was a US Navy vessel near the island, but
radio contact between it and Earhart was sporadic, and they never saw each other. The book is very detailed, and
contains alot of technical information. There is much talk about mile radius, azimuth and radio frequencies. The
authors do a sterling job of explaining the technical stuff where necessary while narrating an exciting tale. One of the
later chapters examines the ‘area of uncertainty' the Electra had to grapple with on itslast flight: the agonising
calculations that Noonan would have performed in an effort to determine where the Electra was, and where Howland
Island was. The Electrais till at the bottom of the ocean somewhere. Despite the careful research, the mystery of
Earhart's last flight won't fully be solved until the planeisfound - as with our own Sir Charles Kingsford Smith and
his Lady Southern Cross. 'l's the emergency equipment still there? Are there any signs of remains? There are dozens of
guestions that can be answered only be recovering the plane,' the authors conclude.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. First Date with AmeliaVon David A. Johnsonl found the account of Earhart's last trip
quite satisfying. It is well-researched (50 pages of appendices and footnotes) and believable. Some comparisons can be
made to McLean's Y oung Men and Fire (1995). In both, | found some scenes and ideas riveting, but the line upon line
of times, dates, positions, etc. became tedious in The Mystery Solved (I became similarly tired of wind directions,
wind speeds, drafts, etc. in Young Men). | had to read some of the messages transmitted by Earhart two or three times
to figure them out (Hello Stop | will not be ableto land Stop . . ). As afirst-time reader of theill-fated trip, | had no
background knowledge of the flight or of any of the so-called outlandish theories asto the reasons for the Electra's
disappearance, so | began the read with an open mind.l would recommend the 250-page book to anyone at all
interested in the flight. | gobbled it up actually, reading it in 7 or 8 hours. | found myself almost gnashing my teeth
when | learned of the mistakes that could have been so easily prevented. For example, minutes before the takeoff for
Howland Island, Amelia asked Bulfour (aradio expert in Lae, New Guinea) to accompany them. He declined because
it was so "last minute." Had she aradio expert on thisfinal leg, the round-the- world flight would had been successful.
Like so many explorers and adventurers (the 1995 Everest Team, for example) seemingly inconsequential tasks,
requests and messages could have prevented the tragic outcomes.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Mystery Likely SolvedVon J. MorrinAs a long-time fan of Earheart, | snapped up this book, but confessto
some disappointment. | did find that this book contained a more detailed analysis of the last flight than any | had
previously read, and award one extra star for the work involved. The book is, however, too one-sided - a socratic
analysisit isnot. Moreover, the information it contains is not presented in a straightforward, analytical fashion at all,
and at times the series of eventsit describesis difficult to follow. The authors have taken the notion "speak well of the
dead" too far - Ameliais described as the perfect flyer, her husband (and his motives and ambitions) is never well-
described as a human being. For example, in the Honolulu crash, "pilot error” is never even hinted at, and isa
reasonable possibility. Nor is there any commentary about the Putnam/Earheart's termination of her technical advisor
following the crash. The most revealing part of the book - concerning the phenomenally stupid radio communication
protocol established by Putnam/Earheart - is not even clearly set forth - one has to read several inter-linking chapters
to understand the breadth of the problem. Had the authors attempted to be more analytical about the data, had they
chose to be bolder about criticism (NO ONE is criticized in the book), this would be a better product. Still, in all, for
Earheart fans, thisisamust for your collection.



KurzbeschreibungWhen Amelia Earhart disappeared on July 2, 1937, she was flying the longest leg of her around-the-
world flight and was only days away from completing her journey. Her plane was never found, and for more than sixty
years rumors have persisted about what happened to her. Now, with the recent discovery of long-lost radio messages
from Earhart's final flight, we can say with confidence that she ran out of gasjust short of her destination of Howland
Island in the Pacific Ocean. From the beginning of her flight, a series of tragic circumstances all but doomed her and
her navigator, Fred Noonan. Authors Elgen M. and Marie K. Long spent more than twenty-five years researching the
mystery surrounding Earhart's final flight before finally determining what happened. They traveled over one hundred
thousand miles to interview more than one hundred people who knew some part of the Earhart story. They draw on
authoritative sources to take us inside the cockpit of the Electra plane that Earhart flew and recreate the final flight
itself. Because Elgen Long began his own flying career not long after Earhart's disappearance, he can describe the
equipment and conditions of the time with avivid first-hand accuracy. As aresult, this book bringsto life the primitive
conditions under which Earhart flew, in an era before radar, with unreliable communications, grass landing strips, and
poorly mapped islands. Amelia Earhart: The Mystery Solved does more than just answer the question, What happened
to Amelia Earhart? It reminds us how daring early aviators such as Earhart were as they risked their lives to push the
technology of the day to its limits -- and beyond.From Publishers Weekly The mystery surrounding Amelia
EarhartAwho disappeared in the Pacific along with her navigator while attempting to fly around the world in June
1937Ahas long haunted the popular imagination. Myth and investigative reporting have variously claimed that she
became a housewife in suburban New Jersey or a spy for the Defense Department who was captured by the Japanese.
In this new investigation, which draws upon 25 years of research and recently rediscovered logs of Earhart's last radio
transmissions, the Longs claim to have solved the mystery of her disappearance. The information that they present is
convincing but less than startlingAessentially, Earhart and her navigator, after hitting alot of bad weather, ran out of
gas. In this respect, the book will appeal only to die-hard Earhart fans. The "mystery" aside, the Longs' detailed ook at
Earhart's career and the history of early aviation affords a host of other pleasures, chief among them a nearly moment-
by-moment description of the fatal flight itself. Communicating their love of flying and the sheer sense of adventure
early flyers experienced, the Longs create a tense and at times hair-raising narrative out of the simple routines and
extraordinary perils of piloting the primitive aircraft of the early 20th century. While their attention to detail may not
grip casual readers who are uninterested in minute descriptions of the mechanics of early planes, the authors present a
complete picture of Earhart's fate and offer atribute to her bravery and risk taking. 4-city author tour; 20-city radio
satellite tour. (Nov.) Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sA detailed chronicle of the last
days of Amelia Earhart and her navigator, Fred Noonan, and what went before, based upon an exhaustive 25-year
study. Celebrated pilot Elgen Long and his coauthor wife, a public relations consultant with the Western Aerospace
Museum, claim that the solution of the mystery surrounding the disappearance of the Electra, Earhart's plane, has
never been found until now. The fatal flight began on July 2, 1937, during an eraof ““firsts" in the fast-developing
technology of pioneer aviation. As speed and endurance records toppled around them, Earhart and Noonan took off on
an around-the-world flight across the equator. Wiley Post had soloed around the world in arecord seven daysin 1933.
Earhart'sflight in alate model plane had been bankrolled and otherwise supported by her influential husband, G.P.
Putnam of Putnam Publishers, many friends, the U.S. Coast Guard, the Navy, the Army Air Corps, and aviation
experts. Every possible precaution seemed to have been taken for a successful flight. But as a newly discovered report
reveals, while Earhart and Noonan were flying the leg from Lae, New Guinea, to remote Howland Island in the
Pacific, afaulty direction finder, poor radio communications, and an inaccurate map of Howland led the Electra off
course while the plane ran out of fuel. Earhart and expert navigator Noonan did not know the Morse code used by the
military. Earhart's last voice transmission noted that she was running out of fuel. Debunking rumors that Earhart and
Noonan were captured by the Japanese, the Longs conclude that the plane, without any survival equipment aboard,
must have ditched in the vast Pacific, miles from Howland. The empty fuel tanks would have filled up rapidly with sea
water, causing the Electrato sink. The Longs extensive research, coupled with their mastery of technical detail, should
make this the definitive study of its subject. -- Copyright 1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



