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Von Charles A. Beard : An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States (English Edition) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Economic 
Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Clear 
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and concise, a must for all economic history scholars.Von Ein KundeBeard's origional thesis form 1913 remains that 
the forming of the United States Constitution was an effort by the economic well-to-do of the newly formed American 
social class to establish a government that would protect their interests and raise the value of the government's 
obligations in their possessions. Beard's goal is simply to re-establish the idea of the aforementioned economic 
interests as the primary, not secondary cause of the U. S. Constitution. Through a topical analysis of interests, that 
seem contrary to the work of his historical mentors, Beard weaves his interpretation of the economic history. 
Throughout his book Beard consistantly refers to his work as fragmentary, but it appears extensively researched 
through primary documents such as the Federalist Papers, early Treasury Department records, and Madison's 
convension notes. Beard does an excellent job in presenting all necessary facts for the reader to follow his argument. 
Little, if any information is left to the supposition of the reader. Whereas the work can be dry at times, it does provide 
scholars with alternative, not necessarily new, interpretations of early American historical events.

KurzbeschreibungFirst published in 1913, Beards iconoclastic masterwork sparked a deep historical debate that has 
not abated. Scrutinizing the Constitution in light of economic forces, he proposed for the first time that this politico-
legal document was shaped by a group of men whose commercial interests were best served by its provisions. One 
hundred years later, An Economic Interpretation continues to stand the test of time, raising important questions about 
commercial and political power and generating radical new insights into our laws and our economy.From Library 
JournalIn this 1913 volume, Beard, the founder of the New School for Social Research, contends that the Founding 
Fathers included a clear strategy for Colonial economics in the writing of the Constitution. A staple for history and 
economics collections. (Classic Returns, LJ 11/1/98)Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.Pressestimmen"Here again is the original constitutional skeptic to remind Americans that our republic's authors 
had not only intellects but interests. Charles Beard set out to jolt his contemporaries out of their pious admiration of 
the constitution's framers. His economic interpretation remains a lively, surprisingly humorous and sharp-witted 
analysis of the nation's beginnings. Reading it today, the book aims a keen and pointed thrust at the originalism of our 
own age." (Professor Eric Rauchway, University of California Davis Department of History)"One hundred years after 
it first appeared, Charles Beard's An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution still commands our attention as a 
classic of historical scholarship -- not because every view Beard put forward has stood the test of time but because the 
questions he raised about the intersections of economic and political power are just as relevant today as when he 
wrote." (Professor Eric Foner, Columbia University Department of History)"This is the book that started us all on the 
journey to understanding the complex motives and conflicting interests that shaped our constitution. 100 years after its 
publication, it still has the power to excite and exasperate, to stir fierce debate and to inspire new interpretations." 
(Carol Berkin, Presidential Professor of History, Emerita, Baruch College The Graduate Center, CUNY) 


