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Von Sad K. Aburish : Arafat: From Defender to Dictator before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Arafat: From Defender to Dictator:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Fairly
objective analysis of Arafat's characterVVon Nitay ArtensteinSaid K. Aburish has written, | believe, one of the best
biographies of Y asser Arafat to date, giving fair weight to the man's positive qualities, among them energy and
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cunning, while not failing to note his blatant negative attributes, such as lack of administrative ability or opportunism.
He also makes accurate analyses regarding the Middle East situation in matters regarding Arafat and his
countrymen.One point where Aburish does seem to be extremely weak isin his ability to analyse Israeli policies and
motives, probably due to hisliving under their rule for apart of hislife. One memorable passage in the book regarding
thisissue is (quoting from memory, only general drift recorded): "Thereis a mountain in Jerusalem where the Holy
Temple of the Jews once stood, and now the Mosque of Al-Aksais built there. The Israelis would like to destroy the
Mosque and rebuild their temple on the mountain'. Naturally, every person understanding something of Israeli affairs
would see that this proposition, at least regarding the majority of Jewish Israelis, is completely ridiculous.Still, to learn
about the nature of the current | sraeli-Palestinian conflict\peace-process (depending on your viewpoint) you could find
no better place to begin.

Kurzbeschreibungln this meticulously researched and iconoclastic work, Said Aburish, the internationally respected
Palestinian political analyst and writer, turns the popular western perception of Y asser Arafat upside-down. Far from
being the benign heroic freedom fighter who has kept the hopes of his displaced people dive, Arafat isreveaed asa
narrow-minded operator, out of touch with reality, whose personal ambitions and lack of understanding of democratic
principles have made him a deterrent to real peace in the Middle East. Aburish exposes the unsound foundations of
Arafat's |eadership, and shows that his PLO has never been arevolutionary movement; rather Arafat and the PLO have
always represented an elite group of Palestinian families who have grown ever more rich. Moreover, Aburish has
discovered from hitherto silent but impeccable sources that since 1963, when Arafat first established contact with the
CIA in Beirut, the PLO has conducted a secret dialogue with the US, amounting to a betrayal of its people- in effect an
agreement to avoid military or economic confrontation with Israel. Aburish goes on to demonstrate that, in his current
role as President of the Palestinian Authority, Arafat has created one of the ugliest expressions of absolute
dictatorship, even by Middle Eastern standards, in the world today. He concludes with a stimulating analysis of the
likely future for Palestine and of the crucial world implications.Kurzbeschreibungln this meticulously researched and
iconoclastic work, Said Aburish, the internationally respected Palestinian political analyst and writer, turns the popular
western perception of Yasser Arafat upside-down. Far from being the benign heroic freedom fighter who has kept the
hopes of his displaced people alive, Arafat is revealed as a narrow-minded operator, out of touch with reality, whose
personal ambitions and lack of understanding of demacratic principles have made him a deterrent to real peace in the
Middle East. Aburish exposes the unsound foundations of Arafat's leadership, and shows that his PLO has never been
arevolutionary movement; rather Arafat and the PLO have always represented an elite group of Palestinian families
who have grown ever more rich. Moreover, Aburish has discovered from hitherto silent but impeccable sources that
since 1963, when Arafat first established contact with the CIA in Beirut, the PLO has conducted a secret dial ogue with
the US, amounting to a betrayal of its people- in effect an agreement to avoid military or economic confrontation with
Israel. Aburish goes on to demonstrate that, in his current role as President of the Palestinian Authority, Arafat has
created one of the ugliest expressions of absolute dictatorship, even by Middle Eastern standards, in the world today.
He concludes with a stimulating analysis of the likely future for Palestine and of the crucial world
implications.Synopsis Aburish shows how, before he became corrupted by power, Arafat was a heroic freedom fighter
who kept the hopes of his people aive. Now heisout of touch with reality, and his personal ambitions and rejection of
democratic principles have reduced him to the status of just another middle eastern dictator. Originally published in
1998.



