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You Need to Know About America's Greatest Conflict but Never Learned (Don't Know Much About Series): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An 
excellent overview of the Civil WarVon Thomas R. FasuloI have been studying and reading about the Civil War for 
over 40 years, and yet I learned much from reading this book. Usually I shy away from reading overviews of the war 
as I find them repetitive. Instead I now read the diaries, journals and letters of the active participants. So I was 
pleasantly surprised to find that the author does an excellent job of explaining the politics and causes of the war 
without talking down to you with cutsy language as the "... for Dummies" series does. This is the text that should be 
used in our schools as an introduction to the most significant event in our history. The material is easy to read for the 
person new to the War and presented in such a manner that most readers probably will want to know more and begin 
to read other works on the Civil War. I now give this book as a gift to my friends and relatives.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Contains intriguing facts; exposes southern revisionism.Von Ein KundeI don't 
pretend to be an expert on the Civil War, but I certainly find it interesting that negative reactions to Mr. Davis's book 
(which I found entertaining, informative, and thought-provoking; I learned a lot) tend to be based upon his depiction of 
the South as the unwarranted cause of the war and as the bastion of slavery. Yet no one seems interested in refuting the 
statements on which he bases this perspective. The pro-slavery atrocities of the Confederate states are well-
documented, their decision to secede clearly based upon the slavery issue (other "states' rights" issues were raised 
before this, and they did not lead to secession), and the South's century-long reluctance to deny African-Americans 
basic rights undeniable. So what is the agenda here? If the Civil War wasn't about slavery, then why was the 
Confederacy so devoted to it? Why are so many pro-Confederates radical racists? Tell me, people, what is the deal?I 
_live_ in the South; I was _born_ here and I haven't managed to escape yet. I have no problem accepting that, in the 
Civil War, the Confederate States were the bad guys---the ur-Nazis, if you will. Pro-Confederates are drawing too 
many bad influences to be taken at face value. The South seceded out of a childish and vile need to continue to enslave 
others; the South was wrong, and I have yet to see any convincing evidence otherwise.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Mix of well known facts and propaganda...Von Ein KundeI do not consider myself a 
War Between The States' expert 'tho I study it for 8 years. See, the number of books that deals with WBTS already 
more that one million. So what's a new book could give? As it appears, nothing. Frankly I thought this book would be 
a valuable addition to my library. Instead won't even give it to nobody to read. After reading this book one can think 
that he/she knows everything about what they call Civil War. Davis wants to persuade everyone that war was about 
slavery. It's the main idea of this book. As a historian, I know that history is nothing that a heap of events and 
consequences ALWAYS INTERPRETED by someone (who, as a rule, has strong voice, skilled throat and enormous 
energy to shout his/her opinion on every corner). Davis' book is the brightest exampe. In his introduction (page xix) he 
openly says :"Even so the War was about slavery" (true meaning of this is "I don't give a damn everyone says it was a 
War about the Union, I think it was a War about slavery and I will say it everywhere and if you don't like me then you 
are /racist, dumbhead, redneck etc./"). This book is too much opinionated. Besides it spotted by so-called political 
correctness (for me it's either a form of delirium tremens or double-standard lie). Shortly - if you are Civil War buff 
you'll find nothing new here. If you are just a beginner in CW I would recommend to read it only comparing with 
other CW books. In my not so humble opinion Davis' book is a brightest example of mix of well known facts and 
propaganda... (The same way communist leaders all over the world write their books and speeches. In Soviet Union if 
it still exist his book would be a real best-seller, forewarded with a letter from General Secretary of Communist Party). 
On the other hand I think it is useful to have this book/ Because it's the true example "How-To-Write-A-Useless-
Book". Indeed Davis doesn't know much about Civil War.

KurzbeschreibungHighly informative and entertainingpropels the reader light years beyond dull textbooks and Gone 
with the Wind.San Francisco ChronicleIt has been 150 years since the opening salvo of Americas War Between the 
States. New York Times bestselling author Ken Davis tells us everything we never knew about our nations bloodiest 
conflict in Dont Know Much About the Civil Waranother fascinating and fun installment in his acclaimed 
series..deHistorian Kenneth C. Davis brings his remarkable ability for making the past vital and entertaining to this in-
depth study of the United States' bloodiest conflict. Not content to rehash the one-dimensional accounts that traditional 
history textbooks have foisted upon students, Davis reexamines with a fresh, critical eye the situations leading up to 
and the key events that shaped the Civil War. He begins by reaching back to the earliest days of American history to 
understand the political, economic, and social conditions that allowed a nation founded upon the notion that "all men 
are created equal" to enslave and degrade 12 million human souls. In his detailed account of the war's battles and 
political power struggles, he introduces us to the personalities--from Abraham Lincoln, General Robert E. Lee, and 
Frederick Douglas to common soldiers and war widows--whose vision, compromises, determination, and 
powerlessness together made history. Davis also brings to light little-known facts and episodes that for generations 



were ignored or swept under the rug of the American conscience--including the role of women in the war effort and 
the massacre of blacks at the hands of Union civilians. All Americans would do well to take a new look at this period 
of history that "shaped the country's political landscape like the great glaciers had once carved America" because, as 
Davis explains, its effects linger today. "The Civil War," he says, "remains at the core of our greatest national 
problem: the great racial divide that grew from slavery." Few programs speak with such intelligence and eloquence 
about how far the United States has come in terms of what the war taught--and how far it still has to go. (Running 
time: six hours, four cassettes) --Uma KukathasPressestimmen"Lively and relevant."--"USA Today""A great gift for 
anyone who wants to get a grip on the Civil War."--"Orlando Sentinel" 


