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Von Tsering Shakya : Dragon In The Land Of Snows: The History of Modern Tibet since 1947 (A Pimlico
original) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Dragon In
The Land Of Snows: The History of Modern Tibet since 1947 (A Pimlico original):

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Must
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reading for those interested in Tibet.Von Ein KundeThis is the first serious attempt to examine the history of Sino-
Tibetan relations from 1949 to the present. Before | read it, | had been told that it had upset people on both sides. Now
| can see why. It pulls no punches, panders no propaganda, and plays no favorites. Though obviously sympathetic to
the plight of the Tibetan people and unsparing in its criticism of Chineserule, it peels back the layers of myth
superimposed by both Chinese and Tibetan exiles to show the mistakes and foolishness on both sides. Shakya's
explanation of the recent Panchen Lamaimbroglio is clear and accurate. Overall, "must" reading for anyone seriously
interested in the Tibet issue and Sino-Tibetan relations.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. an
important contributionV on Pamela L oganTsering Shakya's book is dispassionate and comprehensive. Instead of
simply rehashing and remixing previously published work, it adds to existing accounts by incorporating interviews
with first-hand witnesses among the Tibetan exile community (he apparently has not interviewed any Chinese
witnesses, which is unfortunate but understandable). Although | have read widely on this subject before, | found much
here that's new and not alittle that's surprising. I'm sure Tsering Shakyaistaking alot of flack for writing this book. |
hope he perseveres, because | believe that the cause of peaceis best served by unbiased and unflinching accounts such
as this one.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great Research Book.Von Ein KundeThis book is
agreat resource for those that might be writting a paper on Tibet,| wouldn't recommend reading it from cover to cover
however because Mr. Shakya's writting style leaves alot to be desired, and the only real problem thati had with the
book was with the last chapter devoted to the current Pachen Lama crisis, which i found frusturating because it
deserves so much moreistoo complex of an issue for the about three or four pages the author allowed it. Anyone
interested in that area should definately read "hostage of Beijing. the abduction of the pachen lama' by giles van
grasdorff.

KurzbeschreibungBased entirely on unpublished primary sources, this remarkable book -the first authoritative history
of modern Tibet - is also the first to provide detailed accounts of: * The covert political manoeuveringsin Tibet and
the role of the Tibetan, Chinese and British governments; * The Dalai Lama's escape in 1959; * The CIA's
involvement and the establishment of a secret military base in the Nepalese Himalayas; * The British government
lying to the UN and Douglas Hurd's role in that process; * The power struggles during th Cultural Revolution and the
mass uprising against the Chinese that has remained secret until now..deY ou can't help feeling that ever since luvvies
like Richard Gere got involved with the Free Tibet campaign that the debate has become hopelessly simplistic. The
Tibetans can do no wrong and the Chinese can do no right. As avery rough guide to the current situation this sort of
summary will do, but it gives no hint of the nuances of a complicated and tortuous history. And so most people are | eft
with little or no sense of how the present-day situation in Tibet arose. 1999 marks the 40th anniversary of the National
Uprising when the Tibetan people rebelled against the Chinese forces that had occupied their country since 1950.
Thousands of Tibetans were killed in the failed revolt and the Dalai Lama, Tibet's spiritual leader, fled to Indiafrom

L hasa with 80,000 supporters. So an informed, detailed and balanced account from a Tibetan historian is a breath of
fresh air. Shakya cuts through the myths that both sides have created to feed their political ends. Tibetan culture wasn't
the happy Shangri-La prior to the Chinese invasion that many Tibetans claim. It was aland dominated by afeudal elite
who kept many people in serfdom; however there was also much of value in the Tibetan culture that the Chinese have
done so much to destroy. Tibet and China go back along way: Tibetans believe their land to be an independent state;
the Chinese believe Tibet has always been part of China. Tibet has been under Chinese rule at various points over the
last 1,000 years, and it was only with the Chinese revolution of 1911 that Tibet finally freed itself from Chinese
control. The Chinese have steadily strengthened their hold on Tibet since they invaded in 1950 through a series of
repressive measures against Tibetan nationals which the International Committee of Jurists concluded constituted a
primafacie case of genocide. They have also encouraged many Chinese to move to Tibet: Tibetans call this a process
of "sinification" via the back-door: the Chinese say that the Tibetans are not culturally in tune with modern economic
policies. And so it goes on. The two countries cannot even agree on what constitutes Tibet. The Tibetan government in
Lhasa had ceded Kham and Amdo prior to 1950 and ruled over what is now known as the Tibetan Autonomous
Region. The Tibetan government in exile wants Kham and Amdo included in all discussions on Tibet's future. China
does not. Shakyais no fence-sitter. Like most right minded people he believes the Tibetans to have the better claim,
but his strength isthat he allows the arguments to speak for themselves rather than get carried away by sloganism and
partiality. If there were more people like Shakya, there might--just might--be an end to the deadlock in prospect. --
John CracePressestimmen” "Dragon in the Land of Snows" will undoubtedly take its place as the indispensable
account of modern Tibetan history.... Shakyainformsit with a cool and rigorous historical mind, with which he cuts
through the thickets of polemic on both sides.” -- "Literary ""Superbly well-research and written.” -- Orville Schell,
"Los Angeles Times Book ""An important book that will encourage further research and discussion about Tibet." --
"Choice"" A sober, factual, excellently researched, and surprisingly impartial account of the end of old Tibet." -- "The
Spectator"" A prodigious work of scholarship.... The clearest picture yet of this period. This book will become a
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standard text." -- "Sunday Telegraph""He has employed thorough research, a balanced view and a dispassionate tone
in writing atremendously informative, definitive history of his native land." -- Steven Mufson, "Washington Post""An
ocean of new material is presented from previously unpublished sources, making this the most significant entrant into
the field of recent Tibetan history since Melvyn Goldstein's "Snow Lion and the Dragon,"" -- "Tricycle"" Superbly
well-research and written." -- Orville Schell, Los Angeles Times Book "An important book that will encourage further
research and discussion about Tibet." -- Choice"A sober, factual, excellently researched, and surprisingly impartial
account of the end of old Tibet." -- The Spectator"A prodigious work of scholarship.... The clearest picture yet of this
period. This book will become a standard text." -- Sunday Telegraph"He has employed thorough research, a balanced
view and a dispassionate tone in writing a tremendously informative, definitive history of his native land." -- Steven
Mufson, Washington Post"An ocean of new material is presented from previously unpublished sources, making this
the most significant entrant into the field of recent Tibetan history since Melvyn Goldstein's Snow Lion and the
Dragon ." -- Tricycle" Dragon in the Land of Snows will undoubtedly take its place as the indispensabl e account of
modern Tibetan history.... Shakyainforms it with a cool and rigorous historical mind, with which he cuts through the
thickets of polemic on both sides.” -- Literary " Superbly well-research and written." -- Orville Schell, "Los Angeles
Times Book ""An important book that will encourage further research and discussion about Tibet." -- "Choice™ A
sober, factual, excellently researched, and surprisingly impartial account of the end of old Tibet." -- "The Spectator""A
prodigious work of scholarship.... The clearest picture yet of this period. This book will become a standard text." --
"Sunday Telegraph""He has employed thorough research, a balanced view and a dispassionate tone in writing a
tremendously informative, definitive history of his native land." -- Steven Mufson, "Washington Post""An ocean of
new material is presented from previously unpublished sources, making this the most significant entrant into the field
of recent Tibetan history since Melvyn Goldstein's " Snow Lion and the Dragon"." -- "Tricycle" "Dragon in the Land
of Snows" will undoubtedly take its place as the indispensable account of modern Tibetan history.... Shakyainformsit
with a cool and rigorous historical mind, with which he cuts through the thickets of polemic on both sides.” --
"Literary ""At last, the history of Tibet we have been waiting for. It will irritate both Chinese and Tibetan chauvinists
asit explodes their myths, misunderstandings, and propaganda. Tsering Shakya, a Western-trained Tibetan, has
sensitively used Western, Chinese, and Tibetan sources to get nearer than anyone to the truth of Tibet's last fifty tragic
years." -- Jonathan Mirsky"A deeply insightful and thorough account that exposes the foibles of almost every major
player involved. Drawing on Tibetan, Chinese, British, Indian and American sources, Shakya weaves an authoritative
and easily readable narrative. 'The Dragon in the Land of Snows' islikely to be the definitive history of modern Tibet
for ageneration or more." -- Seth Faison, "The New Y ork Times'At last, the history of Tibet we have been waiting
for. It will irritate both Chinese and Tibetan chauvinists as it explodes their myths, misunderstandings, and
propaganda. Tsering Shakya, a Western-trained Tibetan, has sensitively used Western, Chinese, and Tibetan sources to
get nearer than anyone to the truth of Tibet's last fifty tragic years.--Jonathan MirskyHe has employed thorough
research, a balanced view and a dispassionate tone in writing a tremendously informative, definitive history of his
native land.--Steven Mufson "Washington Post " Superbly well-research and written.--Orville Schell "Los Angeles
Times Book "At last, the history of Tibet we have been waiting for. It will irritate both Chinese and Tibetan
chauvinists asit explodes their myths, misunderstandings, and propaganda. Tsering Shakya, a Western-trained
Tibetan, has sensitively used Western, Chinese, and Tibetan sources to get nearer than anyone to the truth of Tibet's
last fifty tragic years.--Jonathan MirskyHe has employed thorough research, a balanced view and a dispassionate tone
in writing atremendously informative, definitive history of his native land.--Steven Mufson "Washington Post

" Superbly well-research and written.--Orville Schell "Los Angeles Times Book "He has employed thorough research,
abalanced view and a dispassionate tone in writing atremendously informative, definitive history of his native land.--
Steven Mufson "Washington Post "At last, the history of Tibet we have been waiting for. It will irritate both Chinese
and Tibetan chauvinists as it explodes their myths, misunderstandings, and propaganda. Tsering Shakya, a Western-
trained Tibetan, has sensitively used Western, Chinese, and Tibetan sources to get nearer than anyone to the truth of
Tibet'slast fifty tragic years.--Jonathan MirskySuperbly well-research and written.--Orville Schell "Los Angeles
Times Book "



