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Von Phillip Corwin : Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in Bosnia, Summer 1995 before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in
Bosnia, Summer 1995:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Eyewitness account of extraordinary accuracy!Von Ein KundePhilip Corwin's captivating memoir reveals the dark
secrets of the UN mission in Bosniaduring its last days. By mid-1995, the UN had become resigned to playing
mercenaries to the Muslim government in Sargjevo, harassed by the cheerleading international press, pushed around
by Washington and held hostage by the local gagster-leaders. Corwin describes how the mission degenerated from a
supposedly good-faith, impartial peacekeeping effort into an open war against one belligerent. His notes reveal the
crippling internal politics of UNPROFOR and the enormous pressure of NATO to come in, guns blazing. Corwin
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escapes the temptation to moralize and preach to both the world and the Bosnians. Instead, he exposes the malicious
incomprehension of the situation on part of the foreign factors, and blasts the thuggery of Bosnian leaders - Serbs,
Muslims and Croats alike. Though he does not absolve the Serbs from a shred of responsibility for the horrors of the
Bosnian war, by giving them avoice at all he has probably risked vitriolic condemnation by various "Muslim
partisans,” among whom you will find some familiar names... Corwin's book is not THE ONE BOOK you need to
understand the Bosnian tragedy. But between him and general MacKenzie, the UN side of it istold asit was. If you
want to know how today's world of mercenary peacekeeping and random bombing came to be, read this book. It isa
must.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Why UN failiure preceeded NATO triumphVon Alex
DajkovicEver wondered why the UN "failed" in Bosnia, only to be replaced by NATO? Ever thought about what
causes UN missionsto fail in some situations (asin Bosnia) and succeed in others (asin East Timor)? From historical
evidence it appears that there is no inherent institutional flaw in the UN structure but that the Security Council, by
assigning different mandates and rules of engagement, determines the likely outcome of various missions. Who
interests does this kind of "peacekeeping" serve?This book adds to our understanding of the critical role of outside
factorsin the partition of Y ugoslavia. It sheds some light on the reasons for (intended? ) failiure of UNPROFOR and
the subsequent insertion of NATO. It isrequired reading for anyone trying to understand the Y ugoslav mayhem
beyond superficiality of mainstream media coverage.O von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
WrongVon Mark Ruskolt was only because of military intervention in Bosniathat the war finally ended. The fact that
war ended had nothing to do with the UN's humanitarian mission, from the start adisgrace and afailure. It is amazing
how hard it isto find UN personel willing to admit their policy, prior to military intervention, was disastrous. This
year finally, the Secretary General, in areport framed by the massacre of Srebrenica, did admit the UN's total failure.

KurzbeschreibungA critical year in the history of peacekeeping, 1995 saw the dramatic transformation of the role of
United Nations forces in Bosnia from a protective force to being an active combatant under NATO leadership. Phillip
Corwin, the UNs chief political officer in Sarajevo during the summer of that year, presents an insiders account of the
momentous events that led to that transformation. Dubious Mandate interweaves personal experiences of daily lifein a
war zonesupply shortages, human suffering, nation attempts, corruptionwith historical facts, as Corwin
challenges commonly held views of the war with his own highly informed, discerning, and trenchant political
commentary. Sympathetic to the UNs achievements, yet skeptical of its acquiescence to the use of military force,
Corwin iscritical both of the Bosnian governments tactics for drawing NATO into the conflict and of NATOs
eagerness to make peace by waging war. He challenges the popular depiction of the Bosnian government as that of
noble victim, arguing that the leaders of all three sides in the conflict were gangsters wearing coats and ties. Highly
caustic about Western reportage, he examines the policies of various Western political and military leaders and gives a
detailed account of a pivotal phase of the war in Bosnia, a period that culminated with NATOs massive bombing of
Bosnian Serb targets and ultimately led to the Dayton Peace Agreement. Without a proper understanding of this
critical period, he argues, it is difficult to understand the greater scope of the conflict. Corwin also offersinsightful
portraits of some of the leading playersin the Bosnian drama, including Y asushi Akashi, the UNstop official in the
former Yugoslaviain 199495; General Rupert Smith, the British commander in Sargjevo in 1995; and Hasan
Muratovic, a future Bosnian prime minister. Capturing the essence of atense and difficult time, Dubious Mandate will
interest diplomats, politicians, military personnel, scholars, and those still trying to fathom the continuing mission of
the United Nations and the unfolding of eventsin the former Y ugoslavia during the 1990s.



