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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The
definitive tale of the 31st RCTVon John F. CloseAppleman's book is meticulously researched and wonderfully
detailed. (Though you will find yourself wishing you had a set of really detailed topo maps to follow the action.) The
one weakness of Appleman's research has to do with the 31st Tank. Appleman seemsto have relied heavily on the
recollections of Col. Drake, who commanded the 31st Tank. Drake claimed the rescue attempt on Dec 2nd was
considered but never actually happended. According to my father, James R. Close, who was a gunner in one of Drake's
tanks, the rescue attempt was made. The rescue party did reach the 'school house' and alittle over a hundred personnel
were extracted.Even with this descrepency, Appleman's book is superb.John F. Closel von 1 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A reader from St.John's, NewfoundlandV on Keith BowdenA very engrossing account.
Degspite the level of detail on the geography, personnel and their unitsit holds your attention. Also provides comment
on areas of uncertainty over what actually happened. One of the most successful books on warfare in putting you

there - to the point where it was difficult to read ( in this case an indication of the author's success ). One really sensed
the isolation of the units and the desperate situation in which they found themselves. Recommended.0 von 0 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Appleman's book brings home agony of Task Force FaithVon Ein KundeThis
isabook for Korean War hardcores, focusing exclusively on the command, tactical and other decisions which led
directly to the disaster of Task Force Faith east of the Chosin reservoir in early December 1950. Assuchitis
extremely detailed in its discussion of terrain, platoon layout and attacks by forces on boths sides, communication
blunders, and so on. (Keep in mind the whole tragedy unfolded over just 4 days.) There are many maps in the book;
even so, | was tempted at timesto lay out a topographic map of my own and stick pinsin it to represent crucial
encounters the author refers to. Unless you can follow and appreciate thislevel of detail (and have a morbid need to
understand the tragedy of the 31st RCT at its fullest) this book is probably going to bore you to death or you will just
sail along with the text and not really get a FEEL for the battle. Problems with Army troop training and command are
discussed by many authors and occurred in numerous spots during the first part of the war, until Ridgway whipped the
forces into shape and back into fighting mood. Appleman mentions them here, since there were alot of problems with
troop discipline as the breakout proceeded. But he does not make it a big issue, for two reasons. One, its easy to ook
back and second guess decisions made under such extreme conditions. Second he feelsitslargely unproductive; we
should concentrate on learning from mistakes, not thrashing ourselves because of them. The first error was moving
troops up to the forward positions at Pyongnuri-gang inlet [henceforth, for obvious reasons, the 'inlet’] immediately
after the Marines | eft the position. The 31st RCT mission was to protect the Marines flank on the east side of the
reservoir, and army units were rushed to Hagaru-ri pell-mell. Forces in the area must have known plenty of enemy
were around-- the Marines had just finished a5 day battle with the Chinese as they climbed Funchilin Pass. A

reconnai sance platoon sent up the Inlet simply disappeared. Given thisit was foolish to send troopsto the Inlet and
beyond until they reached regimental strength. Not only were Army battalions smaller than Marine ones, but the Army
personnel were, on balance, less experienced fighters and rifleman than the Marines were. In defense of the much-
maligned soldiers Appleman points out that KATUSA's were a much larger portion of the Army's field strength;
whereas the Marines used very few and chiefly as interpreters.Still, it would require alot of smoke and mirrorsto hide
all the army's deficiencies which brought on its Chosin disaster. Poor discipline, platoon placement and snoozing
soldiers made the confrontation with the Chinese on the night of the 27th worse than it should have been. Even when
Faith ordered a consolidation of positions at the Inlet the next day, he still must have been under the impression tank
support from his 2nd battalion was on the way, as he merely ordered abandoned vehicles to be disabled...not
destroyed. [Logistic bottlenecks, and Chinese control of large sections of the MSR in the vicinity of Funchilin pass
meant the 2nd would never arrive.] Ammo drops were in the wrong place or drifted over the Chinese.
Communications were so poor that Faith didn't even know he DID have tank battalion just afew miles away! Once the
breakout began, communication within the column itself was poor or missing as platoons became mixed; some men
didn't even know a breakout was taking place. Discipline vanished as more officers and NCOs were killed or
wounded.All these problems and others will fit in the readers mind better if you turn to chapter 22 near the books end--
"Could Task Force Faith Have Been Saved?'-- where Appleman summarizes many of the problems the 31st RCT
suffered. Appleman lays out eight factors which doomed the effort. Of these, the crucial command blunder was the
withdrawal of the 31st Tank company (the one Faith couldn't talk to!) from Hudong-ni, just 4 milesto the south, the
day before the breakout. "In the end," sighs Appleman, "this doomed Task Force Faith." Other blunders are smaller but
still incomprehensible: the failure to have a backup plan in the event the road convoy stalled, for
example.Interestingly, Donald Knox's 1st book [ The Korean War: Pusan To Chosin] includes many first-person
accounts of the attack, consolidation, convoy and escapes over the ice. Only two of them appear in Appleman's book:
USMC Captain Stanford, who was the forward air controller, and Sergeant Chester Bair, with the convoy asa
mechanic. Perhaps--and thisis pure speculation on my part-- the many othersin Knox's book were among those who
slipped away prematurely on hill 1221 and over theice. If they declined comment because they thought Appleman (or
anyone else) would be judgemental they would be mistaken.Appleman does make clear that, despite common belief, a
relief tank/infantry relief force did not leave Hagaru-ri on the morning of December 2 in an attempt to rescue the



convoy. In agonizing detail the author makes clear that a preliminary Marine order was never issued in final form,
partly because of some discussion over the size of the accompanying infantry force. This mistaken belief is probably
because readers confuse this relief force, never sent, with the tank battalion at Hodong-ni, withdrawn on November
30th.

Kurzbeschreibungln November, 1950, with the highly successful Inchon Landing behind him, Gen. Douglas
MacArthur planned the last major offensive of what was to be a brief "conflict": the drive that would push the North
Koreans across the Yalu River into Manchuria. In northern Korea, US forces assembled at Chosin Reservoir to cut
behind the North Korean forces blocking the planned march to Manchuria. Roy E. Appleman, noted historian of the
Korean conflict, describes the tragic fate of the troops of the 31st Regimental Combat Team which fought this
engagement and presents a thorough analysis of the physical conditions, attitudes, and command decisions that
doomed them.



