
[Read download] Echoes of a Native Land: Two Centuries of a Russian Village

Echoes of a Native Land: Two Centuries of a Russian Village

Von Serge Schmemann 
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF 

Produktinformation -Verkaufsrang: #1763972 in eBooksVerffentlicht am: 2011-03-23Erscheinungsdatum: 
2011-03-23File Name: B004QZ9YAM | File size: 51.Mb

Von Serge Schmemann : Echoes of a Native Land: Two Centuries of a Russian Village  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Echoes of a Native Land: Two Centuries of a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004QZ9YAM


Russian Village: 

KurzbeschreibungTracing the lives of his Russian forebears, Serge Schmemann, Pulitzer Prize-winning foreign 
correspondent for the New York Times, tells a remarkable story that spans the past two hundred years of Russian 
history.First, he draws on a family archive rich in pictorial as well as documentary treasure to bring us into the 
prerevolutionary life of the village of Sergiyevskoye (now called Koltsovo), where the spacious estate of his mother's 
family was the seat of a manor house as vast and imposing as a grand hotel.In this village, on this estate--ringed with 
orchards, traversed by endless paths through linden groves, overseen by a towering brick church, and bordered by a 
sparkling-clear river--we live through the cycle of a year: the springtime mud, summertime card parties, winter nights 
of music and good talk in a haven safe from the bitter cold and ever-present snow. Family recollections of life a 
century ago summon up an aura of devotion to tsar and church. The unjust, benevolent, complicated, and ultimately 
doomed relationship between master and peasants--leading to growing unrest, then to civil war--is subtly 
captured.Diary entries record the social breakdown step by step: grievances going unresolved, the government 
foundering, the status quo of rural life overcome by revolutionary fervor. Soon we see the estate brutally collectivized, 
the church torn apart brick by brick, the manor house burned to the ground. Some of the family are killed in the 
fighting; others escape into exile; one writes to his kin for the last time from the Gulag.The Soviet era is experienced 
as a time of privation, suffering, and lost illusions. The Nazi occupation inspires valorous resistance, but at great cost. 
Eventually all that remains of Sergiyevskoye is an impoverished collective.Without idealizing the tsarist past or 
wholly damning the regime that followed, Schmemann searches for a lost heritage as he shows how Communism 
thwarted aspiration and initiative. Above all, however, his book provides for us a deeply felt evocation of the long-ago 
life of a corner of Russia that is even now movingly beautiful despite the ravages of history and time.From the Trade 
Paperback edition..deRussia is a land of far-flung villages, even though most of its history has been made in the cities. 
In this affecting narrative, New York Times correspondent Serge Schmemann returns to his ancestral village of 
Koltsovo, 90 miles south of Moscow, to plumb the histories of both his forebears and the country. Drawing on a range 
of archival material, Schmemann offers a narrative as packed with names, incidents, and memories as any Tolstoy 
novel. His search for roots yields a compassionate portrait of a nation in difficult times that is full of details about daily 
life. .comRussia is a land of far-flung villages, even though most of its history has been made in the cities. In this 
affecting narrative, New York Times correspondent Serge Schmemann returns to his ancestral village of Koltsovo, 90 
miles south of Moscow, to plumb the histories of both his forebears and the country. Drawing on a range of archival 
material, Schmemann offers a narrative as packed with names, incidents, and memories as any Tolstoy novel. His 
search for roots yields a compassionate portrait of a nation in difficult times that is full of details about daily life. 


