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KurzbeschreibungCalled "A significant Holocaust memoir," Edith's Story is often compared to Anne Frank's diary. In 
occupied Holland, Edith, from a lively, loving Jewish family in The Hague, went into hiding the same month as Anne 
Frank. Both Edith and Anne kept diaries, which are remarkably similar in their pre-war teen preoccupations with boys, 
school and parties. But Edith's world gradually darkens. When Nazi laws forbid her from attending school, riding her 
bike or even going to the beach, she wears the yellow star as a badge of honor, prompting people in the street to tell 
her to keep her chin up. In 1943, she is forced into hiding with forged papers, posing as a family friend in a courageous 
gentile household in the south of Holland, where a Nazi officer is billeted in the room next to hers. Under constant 
danger of discovery and betrayal, she receives terrible news from home in dribs and drabsthe deportation to the death 
camps first of her brother, then her mother and grandmother, never to be heard from again, while her father dies 
broken-hearted in a far-off hospital. Edith can only shout her real name to the wind, and wait for liberation. Unlike 
Anne Frank, Edith survived to tell her tale, and her moving teenage diary is enhanced by heartbreaking letters from her 
parents. A poignant coda is that after the war she became friends in the maternity ward with Miep Gies, who had 
helped to hide the Franks.Pressestimmen"I never realized that there could be such suffering in the world, and that 
anyone could live through it."-- Excerpt from Edith's diary, July 1, 1945"Truly moving...leaving one with great hope 
in humanity."-- The Times (London)"Edith's Story, the memoir of an Anne Frank who lived, reminds us of the old 
horror all the more effectively by not being a horror story. Evil and grief, without being scanted, are outshone by 
sweetness, freshness, and pluck."-- Roy Blount Jr.International praise for Edith's Story:"The most vivid evocation of 
the experience of Nazi Occupation I have ever read."-- The Independent (London)"It's impossible to get through this 
inspiring and great-hearted volume dry-eyed, or without admiration for people who so bravely persevere through 
unimaginable hardship and privation."-- The Washington Post"Velmans' candid portrayal of herself as a feisty, loving, 
sometimes self-absorbed teenager is thoroughly engaging and her story throws a new light on the plight of Jews who 
survived the war hidden in plain sight."-- Publishers Weekly"Edith's Story gives all the pain and pleasure of reading 
Anne Frank for the first time."-- Esther Freud"A significant Holocaust memoir... A valuable opportunity to see the 
situation just outside Anne's attic."-- Kirkus s"A quiet, gripping narrative with the writer's hindsight and restrained 
commentary."-- ALA Booklist (starred review)"One of the best and most moving memoirs I have ever read."-- Ruth 
Rendell"The miracle of this story is not that Edith survived, but that she survived with her love of life intact."-- The 
Roanoke TimesKurzbeschreibungCalled "A significant Holocaust memoir," Edith's Story is often compared to Anne 
Frank's diary. In occupied Holland, Edith, from a lively, loving Jewish family in The Hague, went into hiding the same 
month as Anne Frank. Both Edith and Anne kept diaries, which are remarkably similar in their pre-war teen 
preoccupations with boys, school and parties. But Edith's world gradually darkens. When Nazi laws forbid her from 
attending school, riding her bike or even going to the beach, she wears the yellow star as a badge of honor, prompting 
people in the street to tell her to keep her chin up. In 1943, she is forced into hiding with forged papers, posing as a 
family friend in a courageous gentile household in the south of Holland, where a Nazi officer is billeted in the room 
next to hers. Under constant danger of discovery and betrayal, she receives terrible news from home in dribs and 
drabsthe deportation to the death camps first of her brother, then her mother and grandmother, never to be heard from 
again, while her father dies broken-hearted in a far-off hospital. Edith can only shout her real name to the wind, and 
wait for liberation. Unlike Anne Frank, Edith survived to tell her tale, and her moving teenage diary is enhanced by 
heartbreaking letters from her parents. A poignant coda is that after the war she became friends in the maternity ward 
with Miep Gies, who had helped to hide the Franks. 


