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Von Lytton Strachey : Elizabeth and Essex before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Elizabeth and Essex:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Wonderful prose but on shaky ground psychologicallyVon Charlene VickersElizabeth and Essex is perhaps the finest
example of Strachey'sincomparable style. More poetic than prosaic, ripe with imagery and atmosphere, Strachey's
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elegant, vigorous prose is atreat to read. Thisis all the more unusual given that Strachey is a historian. In most cases,
his style doesn't get in the way of the story; his subjects are usually represented accurately and with
respect.Unfortunately, he doesn't quite succeed in this case. Strachey's Victorian sensibilities and Freudian view of his
subjects often take him on wild flights of fancy that fail the test of Occam'’s razor. For instance, he asserts that
Elizabeth was sexually disorganized based on a smattering of rumours which, he claims, prove that she had a deep-
seated fear of sex and perhaps a hysterical block which prevented her from engaging in intercourse. Pretty convol uted
reasoning, especially considering the fact that Elizabeth had perfectly sound political reasonsto remain
single.Strachey's portrait of Essex is likewise suspect. He turns the proud scion of an ancient family into a manic-
depressive basket case, but his evidence for thisis scanty and his reasoning difficult to follow. Again, isit realy likely
that Essex plotted to overthrow the government because he saw himself as the true King of England, when amuch
more simple explanation (he was angry and felt insulted) comes to mind?Y et even through the flights of psychological
fancy and the wildly improbable motives, Strachey's portrait continues to enchant. | cannot stress strongly enough how
enjoyable and entertaining this book is. Y es, one does have to take Strachey's explanations with a grain of salt, but the
journey itself isalot of fun and should not be missed.| highly recommend this book.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A nice introduction to the personality of QEVon Vince HIf you are interested in the
personal details of the latter half of Queen Elizabeth'slife, thisis an excellent book to read. Her wars and
reconciliations with the headstrong L ord Essex (many years her junior) are covered in just theright level of detail, so
that the reader is never gorged on nor starved for insights into what made Gloriana such aremarkable figure.
Strachey'sfirst chapter gives a particularly adept placement of the Queen's personality within the court of England and
the field of late-16th century Europe. Following chapters contain less politics and more humanity. (The slow, initially
frustrated but inevitable rise of Francis Bacon's star is interesting.)

KurzbeschreibungElizabeth | of England had one great passion in her life and that was for the Earl of Essex giving
him power, wealth and favour in such away that he made many enemies. This fascinating biography of this great
romance is written in such away as to appear as a historical novel. Many of the earliest books, particularly those
dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. Hesperides Press are
republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and
artwork.KurzbeschreibungElizabeth | of England had one great passion in her life and that was for the Earl of Essex
giving him power, wealth and favour in such away that he made many enemies. This fascinating biography of this
great romance iswritten in such away as to appear as a historical novel. Many of the earliest books, particularly those
dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. Hesperides Press are
republishing these classic worksin affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and
artwork.Synopsis Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. Hesperides Press are republishing these classic worksin affordable, high
quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.



