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Von Stephen G. Fritz : Endkampf: Soldiers, Civilians, and the Death of the Third Reich  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Endkampf: Soldiers, Civilians, and the Death 
of the Third Reich: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Hochinteressant!Von Erhard BierigENDKAMPF bietet ein umfassendes Bild der Lage in Franken im Frhjahr 1945. 
Vieles war mir bekannt, teilweise aus Quellen, die auch der Autor verwendet hat. Interessant ist aber auch der groe 
Zusammenhang, den Fritz mit dem Themenkomplex "Alpenfestung" herstellt. Dieses Buch sollte jeder lesen, 
allerdings wre dafr eine gute bersetzung notwendig, da dem Werk mit normalem "Schulenglisch" nur schwer 
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beizukommen sein drfte. Die zahlreichen - notwendigen - Fachausdrcke erschweren das Lesen doch ziemlich. Ich habe 
hier die Kindle-Ausgabe als hilfreich empfunden, da man die meisten Wrter aus dem Text heraus nachschlagen kann. 
Ansonsten ist ENDKAMPF ein Buch, das man vor der letzten Seite nur schwer aus der Hand legt, obwohl das Ende ja 
bekannt ist...

KurzbeschreibungAt the end of World War II, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, fearing that retreating Germans would 
consolidate large numbers of troops in an Alpine stronghold and from there conduct a protracted guerilla war, turned 
U.S. forces toward the heart of Franconia, ordering them to cut off and destroy German units before they could reach 
the Alps. Opposing this advance was a conglomeration of German forces headed by SS-Gruppenfhrer Max Simon, a 
committed National Socialist who advocated merciless resistance. Under the direction of officers schooled in harsh 
combat in Russia, the Germans succeeded in bringing the American advance to a grinding halt. Caught in the middle 
were the people of Franconia. Historians have accorded little mention to this period of violence and terror, but it 
provides insight into the chaotic nature of life while the Nazi regime was crumbling. Neither German civilians nor 
foreign refugees acted simply as passive victims caught between two fronts. Throughout the region people pressured 
local authorities to end the senseless resistance and sought revenge for their tribulations in the "liberation" that 
followed. Stephen G. Fritz examines the predicament and outlook of American GI's, German soldiers and officials, 
and the civilian population caught in the arduous fighting during the waning days of World War II. Endkampf is a 
gripping portrait of the collapse of a society and how it affected those involved, whether they were soldiers or 
civilians, victors or vanquished, perpetrators or victims.Pressestimmen"Fritz has found a way of taking further what in 
some other historians' hands might have been a conventional and limited study, and showing how it can enrich our 
understanding of Germany's defeat and its aftermath. This study suggests a new way of viewing both the military and 
nonmilitary experience of the end of World War." -- "American Historical ""This comprehensively researched book 
addresses a subject so timely that, were it not for the detailed research supporting his work, Fritz might be assumed to 
have written in the aftermath of the recent conquest and occupation of Iraq." -- "Dennis Showalter, History Book 
Club""Engrossing.... A substantial work of historical scholarship." -- "International History ""Chillingly narrates the 
last desperate days of Nazi Germany, illustrating the terror and destruction of the last weeks of World War II." -- 
"Jerry Cooper""Convincingly challenges the accepted view that after the Allies crossed the Rhine in March 1945 the 
German army rapidly disintegrated and the war quickly wound down.... Pleasurable to read and definitely 
informative." -- "Military ""This thoroughly researched and superbly written study illuminates the impact of Nazism 
on German resistance in the little known campaign in Franconia." -- "WWII History""Fritz has found a way of taking 
further what in some other historians' hands might have been a conventional and limited study, and showing how it can 
enrich our understanding of Germany's defeat and its aftermath. This study suggests a new way of viewing both the 
military and nonmilitary experience of the end of World War." -- American Historical "This comprehensively 
researched book addresses a subject so timely that, were it not for the detailed research supporting his work, Fritz 
might be assumed to have written in the aftermath of the recent conquest and occupation of Iraq." -- Dennis Showalter, 
History Book Club"Engrossing.... A substantial work of historical scholarship." -- International History "Chillingly 
narrates the last desperate days of Nazi Germany, illustrating the terror and destruction of the last weeks of World War 
II." -- Jerry Cooper"Convincingly challenges the accepted view that after the Allies crossed the Rhine in March 1945 
the German army rapidly disintegrated and the war quickly wound down.... Pleasurable to read and definitely 
informative." -- Military "This thoroughly researched and superbly written study illuminates the impact of Nazism on 
German resistance in the little known campaign in Franconia." -- WWII History-Fritz has found a way of taking 
further what in some other historians' hands might have been a conventional and limited study, and showing how it can 
enrich our understanding of Germany's defeat and its aftermath. This study suggests a new way of viewing both the 
military and nonmilitary experience of the end of World War.- -- American Historical -This comprehensively 
researched book addresses a subject so timely that, were it not for the detailed research supporting his work, Fritz 
might be assumed to have written in the aftermath of the recent conquest and occupation of Iraq.- -- Dennis Showalter, 
History Book Club-Engrossing.... A substantial work of historical scholarship.- -- International History -Chillingly 
narrates the last desperate days of Nazi Germany, illustrating the terror and destruction of the last weeks of World War 
II.- -- Jerry Cooper-Convincingly challenges the accepted view that after the Allies crossed the Rhine in March 1945 
the German army rapidly disintegrated and the war quickly wound down.... Pleasurable to read and definitely 
informative.- -- Military -This thoroughly researched and superbly written study illuminates the impact of Nazism on 
German resistance in the little known campaign in Franconia.- -- WWII HistoryKurzbeschreibungAt the end of World 
War II, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, fearing that retreating Germans would consolidate large numbers of troops in an 
Alpine stronghold and from there conduct a protracted guerilla war, turned U.S. forces toward the heart of Franconia, 
ordering them to cut off and destroy German units before they could reach the Alps. Opposing this advance was a 
conglomeration of German forces headed by SS-Gruppenfhrer Max Simon, a committed National Socialist who 



advocated merciless resistance. Under the direction of officers schooled in harsh combat in Russia, the Germans 
succeeded in bringing the American advance to a grinding halt. Caught in the middle were the people of Franconia. 
Historians have accorded little mention to this period of violence and terror, but it provides insight into the chaotic 
nature of life while the Nazi regime was crumbling. Neither German civilians nor foreign refugees acted simply as 
passive victims caught between two fronts. Throughout the region people pressured local authorities to end the 
senseless resistance and sought revenge for their tribulations in the "liberation" that followed. Stephen G. Fritz 
examines the predicament and outlook of American GI's, German soldiers and officials, and the civilian population 
caught in the arduous fighting during the waning days of World War II. Endkampf is a gripping portrait of the collapse 
of a society and how it affected those involved, whether they were soldiers or civilians, victors or vanquished, 
perpetrators or victims. 


