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Von George Robinson : Essential Judaism: A Complete Guideto Beliefs, Customs Rituals (English Edition)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Essential Judaism: A
Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs Rituals (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A lot
more than essential!V on Seth RogovoyOver the last few years I've read my way through many of the popular "how-


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0031OQ0UQ

to"s and primers of Jewish literacy, books by Telushkin, Donin and Dosick, for example.George Robinson's Essential
Judaism is by far the best of the lot. Subtitled "A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs, and Rituals,”" the book isindeed
that and alot more.In the course of its 650 pages, the book lucidly explores Jewish worship and practice, sacred
literature (Torah, Talmud, other rabbinical works), Kabbalah and mysticism, holidays, life cycle events, dietary laws,
and Jewish history and denominationalism.The treatment Robinson gives such topics as the prayer service, the
blessings of daily life, and the evolution of contemporary Judaism is surprisingly deep for awork of thiskind.In
particular, his chapters on the mitzvot ("Living a Jewish Life") and non-Rabbinic Jewish thought (" The Philosophers:
The Continuing Evolution of Jewish Thought"), stand out not only for their all-around comprehensiveness, but also for
their originality of ideas and presentation.Essential Judaism is awell-organized and well-indexed book that can be
enjoyed read from beginning to end, dipped into arbitrarily, and kept nearby as a handy reference. In just the month or
so I've had it, I've aready had several occasionsto useit in thislast manner, to answer questions or explain references
I've stumbled over in other books, and it hasn't failed me yet.Most books like this are written by rabbis, and some have
particular agendas, ideological or religious. | think the very fact that Robinson is not arabbi but ajournalist who
immersed himself over several yearsin the literature and lore of Judaism, processed al thisinformation from all points
of view, consulted various authorities and experts, and then found away to explain it that was both accessible to the
general reader yet utterly worthy of the importance and depth of the subject matter, goes far toward explaining why
this book instantly arrives as the best one-volume reference to Judaism.Essential Judaism is alot more than
"Essential." It's great. It'll make gift-giving time - whether birthdays or Bar-Mitzvahs, Chanukah or conversions - alot
easier. And when friends ask for arecommendation for that one book -- the one that is, besides THE book -- George
Robinson's Essential Judaism will make that alot easier, t00.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
A treasure for the neophyteVon Julie Lovisal am not new to Judaism, but | have alot to learn...actually, that is an
understatement...l have mountainsto learn! Essential Judaism is the one book that all people interested in Judaism,
whether just in passing, as a potential convert, or as an actual Jew, should own. Y ou will learn about all phases of
Jewish life...from prayer, festivals, and how to live Jewishly, to Torah, mysticism, and philosophy. The narrative is
very in-depth for such short overviews of all the various subjects and there are also sidebars to further elaborate on
some things, including alisting of the entire 613 mitvot from the Torah. This book has been a valuable learning tool
for me.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Well-written and Balanced Book Essential To All
JewsVon Anthony SmithThis book is extremely well-written and useful to the modern Jew. It takes into consideration
the different branches in Judaism when it talks about certain subjects. It gives acomprehensive guide to how all of the
holidays are celebrated, and it goes over the entire Jewish life cycle to name afew of the facsinating things that you'll
find in this book. Every Jewish library should contain this book.

KurzbeschreibungWhat happens at a synagogue service? What are the rules for keeping kosher? How do | light the
Hanukah candles? What isin the Hebrew Bible? What do the Jewish holidays signify? What should | be teaching my
children about being Jewish?A landmark reference, here is an indispensable one-volume guide to the religious
traditions, everyday practices, philosophical beliefs, and historical foundations of Judaism -- everything you need to
know about being Jewish. In Essential Judaism, George Robinson has created the accessible compendium that he
sought when he rediscovered his Jewish roots as an adult. Robinson illuminates the Jewish life cycle at every stage,
and lays out many fascinating aspects of Judaism -- the Kabbal ah, Jewish mysticism, the evolution of Hasidism, and
much more -- while keeping afirm focus on the different paths to living a good Jewish life in today's
world..deEssential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs and Ritualsis a brief but comprehensive layman's
handbook to Jewish prayer, worship, festivals, customs, history, language, philosophy, and ideology. Its author,
George Robinson, returned to synagogue after a 20-year absence and found himself utterly confused about the basics
of hisreligion, despite having attended Hebrew school. He looked far and wide for a reference work that would help
him get his bearings but did not find one; so he wrote one himself. Robinson's background as a journalist proved to be
an asset in this project, which shows evidence of much detective work, the results of which are plainly described and
clearly organized. Robinson is sensitive to the many perspectives of contemporary Judaism without being mealy-
mouthed. Hiswork is atriumph of diplomacy and clear thinking; his overview of Hebrew Scripture, and his excellent
Kosher primer, would be worth the price of this book in themselves..co.ukEssential Judaism: A Complete Guide to
Beliefs, Customs and Ritualsis abrief but comprehensive layman's handbook to Jewish prayer, worship, festivals,
customs, history, language, philosophy and ideology. Its author, George Robinson, returned to synagogue after a 20-
year absence and found himself utterly confused about the basics of hisreligion, despite having attended Hebrew
school. He looked far and wide for a reference work that would help him get his bearings but did not find one; so he
wrote it himself. Robinson's background as ajournalist proved to be an asset in this project, which shows evidence of
much detective work, the results of which are plainly described and clearly organised. Robinson is sensitive to the
many perspectives of contemporary Judaism without being mealy-mouthed. His work is atriumph of diplomacy and



clear thinking; his overview of Hebrew Scripture, and his excellent Kosher primer, would be worth the price of this
book in themselves. --Christine Buttery



