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Von Bill Groneman : Eyewitnessto the Alamo before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Eyewitness to the Alamo:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
WINDOWS INTO THE PAST.Von Ein KundeWhat's most obvious, by its nature, can easily escape our attention. It
may therefore be worth noting that the Alamo events of 1836 are long beyond the recall of any person alive today.
Theoretically, there might now be some living centenarian whaose grandfather could have known James Bowie, or at
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least been in his presence and spoken with him - but thisis conceptual, and though conjectureis fruitlessit's still
fascinating. We can't talk with the defenders who perished at the Alamo or with the non-combatants who survived it,
some of whom actually lived into the 20th century - but in this book by Bill Groneman, EYEWITNESS TO THE
ALAMO, they operatively speak to us, if not in the literal sense, then surely effectively.Gathering information is only
one facet of aresearcher's work. Finding what he seeks is one of the more time-consuming features of hisjob. What
distinguishes this book from most othersisits efficiency: it presents information which apparently can't be found
elsewhere in a single book, thereby saving time and effort for both the historian and the knowledgeable reader.By their
immediacy, the accounts presented here - many first-person Alamo reports by those who were there - are as insightful
asthe very concept of offering them in one self-contained volume. Theoretically many could have compiled such a
book, but no-one else did it. This collection of accounts can be a conspicuous blessing to those interested in Western
history generally, in Texas history specifically, and in the Alamo in particular.It seems no adobe brick was left
unturned in the research for thiswork. It is, in avery rea sense, atreasury of material taken wherever possible from
primary sources. While the reports themsel ves sometimes contradict those of others - people witness events through
their own eyes and relate them from viewpoints tinted by their own experience - we're offered accounts of Alamo
events from those very people who endured them. Effectively there's no substitute for this. This book also offersa
balance many others don't: reports from both the American and Mexican sides. Some of the accounts were written
down or told to otherslong after the siege, but those who were there were by definition closer to the scene than those
who weren't. The collective discrepanciesin their reports (people are in fact human) prevent us from knowing
"precisely" what happened at the Alamo in 1836, but that these accounts were offered by those who literally lived
through the events gives us not only a more immediate picture, but perhaps more importantly, bottom-line details. If
the aggregate details don't resolve conjectures or provide explanations to unanswered (or unanswerable) questions,
they are still details which shed more light on what transpired there more than a century and a half ago.While other
historians compile and try to present an amalgam of data, Groneman takes us into a courtroom and displays primary
evidence unsullied by legendary gloss, the ghosts of myth, and the passage of 16 decades. He places before us, devoid
of cosmetic veneer, the raw material from which we can form our own opinions and draw our own conclusions.Walter
Lord, author of A NIGHT TO REMEMBER and A TIME TO STAND, wrote about another Groneman book,
ALAMO DEFENDERS, "...an indispensable tool for anyone working on the Alamo... | wish | had it when | was doing
my research" - an ultimate compliment, and the same sentiment can be applied to EYEWITNESS TO THE ALAMO.
Interested in the Alamo? Get this book. Have no interest in the Alamo? This book can get you interested. JEFFREY
DANEO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. FantasticVon jw tucker (alamo6@pdg.net)A simple
straight forward book that gives each account with an unbiased rendering. The notes that accompany the where and
why and when of each account are fabulous and allow the reader to debunk some of the persistent myths from both
sides of the border.Groneman has authorered a number of books on the Alamo and the men who were there. Each new
book is better than the last.(The only negative thing is the fact that each additional book is based on research that was
compiled at the time of the original search. Why not have one book insetead of dribbling them out like atv mini-
series.)Still agreat work and onethat all historians should read and heed.

KurzbeschreibungContains over one hundred descriptions of the Battle of the Alamo by people who were witnesses or
who claimed to have witnessed the event. These accounts are the basis for al of the histories, traditions, myths, and
legends of this famous battle. Many are conflicting, some are highly suspect asto authenticity, but al are
intriguing.KurzbeschreibungContains over one hundred descriptions of the Battle of the Alamo by people who were
witnesses or who claimed to have witnessed the event. These accounts are the basisfor all of the histories, traditions,
myths, and legends of this famous battle. Many are conflicting, some are highly suspect as to authenticity, but all are
intriguing.Synopsis Eyewitness to the Alamo is the actual account of the siege and Battle of the Alamo by those who
were present during the attack. This book is the first complete accounting of the Battle of the Alamo by one of our
country's foremost authorities on the event.



