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Von Kerry A. Trask : Fire Within: A Civil War Narrative from Wisconsin before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fire Within: A Civil War Narrative from Wisconsin:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An
engaging, original perspective on the Civil War . . .Von tgjfricc@uwc.eduThe author's use of journals and letters from
the Civil War period, presented here in areadable, narrative format, paints arealistic view of the average people
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involved in one of the lowest points in this country's young history. Kerry Trask's stories and insights about the people
portrayed in this book are every bit as entertaining as the primary texts themselves; in particular, the background
information necessary in abook such as thisis provided without overwhelming the reader with dry facts, figures, and
dates. | found myself envisioning each season as it came and went, appreciating the contrasts depicted between life on
the home front and that in the distant places where men and boys were waiting to confront an enemy no different from
themselves. It is especially rewarding to know that Rosa Kellner's desire to become a published author has been
fulfilled through the writing of this book. | would recommend it to any person with an interest in the human aspect of
war, especially teachers who are looking for abook that students will enjoy reading.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Civil War History At Its BestV on Wanda Hoes (whoes@mail.tchi.com)l really enjoyed
reading this book. It seems the author really has a grasp of the history of Manitowoc during the Civil War. It was
interesting to read how the soldiers felt during their Civil War enlistment, and how the people back home felt about
their loved ones going to war in the South. | recommend this book to anyone who is interested in Civil War history.

KurzbeschreibungFire Within explores what Walt Whitman called the "interior history" of the Civil War-the war
waged and witnessed by common people. Through diaries, |etters, and newspaper articles, Kerry Trask weaves
together personal viewpoints and wartime events to reflect the passions of the times and describes the conflicts
encountered by the men who went to war and the people who remained at home. This colorful, often moving account
reveals the experience of James Anderson, a young Scottish immigrant who enlisted in the 5th Wisconsin Volunteers
soon after President Lincoln issued hisfirst call. Leaving his home of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, he, like many other
young men, set off with expectations of high adventure. From the field, Anderson requested that his parents take good
care of hisdiary and letters, writing, "I intend if | ever get out of thisterm of service to write an account of my three
years campaign.” Though he returned home, his story was never written. Anderson's rendering of the war is further
enriched by Rosa Kellner's splendid journal. From the Williams House Hotel, this teenage Bohemian innkeeper was a
spectator and participant in the community. Her writings offer essential ' insights into wartime life on the homefront.
Remaining in Manitowaoc, Rosa longed to take part in the struggle: "If | were only a boy tomorrow with other brave
men | would enlist!" Along with the strong central core of James's and Rosa's stories, Trask uses the accounts of other
Manitowoc soldiers and community members to complete this portrait of the Civil War. For soldiers and civilians this
"real war" was often difficult and painful. What they wrote in their letters and diaries offers alook at the conflict from
a small-town perspective and reveals the true nature of war. An engaging work, Fire Within will appeal to the general
reading public as well asto Civil War scholars and specialists.KurzbeschreibungFire Within explores what Walt
Whitman called the "interior history" of the Civil War-the war waged and witnessed by common people. Through
diaries, letters, and newspaper articles, Kerry Trask weaves together personal viewpoints and wartime eventsto reflect
the passions of the times and describes the conflicts encountered by the men who went to war and the people who
remained at home. This colorful, often moving account reveal s the experience of James Anderson, ayoung Scottish
immigrant who enlisted in the 5th Wisconsin Volunteers soon after President Lincoln issued hisfirst call. Leaving his
home of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, he, like many other young men, set off with expectations of high adventure. From the
field, Anderson requested that his parents take good care of hisdiary and letters, writing, "I intend if | ever get out of
thisterm of service to write an account of my three years campaign.” Though he returned home, his story was never
written. Anderson's rendering of the war is further enriched by Rosa Kellner's splendid journal. From the Williams
House Hotel, this teenage Bohemian innkeeper was a spectator and participant in the community. Her writings offer
essential ' insights into wartime life on the homefront. Remaining in Manitowoc, Rosa longed to take part in the
struggle: "If | were only a boy tomorrow with other brave men | would enlist!" Along with the strong central core of
James's and Rosa's stories, Trask uses the accounts of other Manitowoc soldiers and community members to complete
this portrait of the Civil War. For soldiers and civilians this "real war" was often difficult and painful. What they wrote
intheir letters and diaries offers alook at the conflict from a small-town perspective and reveals the true nature of war.
An engaging work, Fire Within will appeal to the general reading public as well asto Civil War scholars and
specialists.Synopsis Thiswork explores what Walt Whitman called "the interior history" of the Civil War, that isthe
war waged and witnessed by common people. Through diaries, |etters and newspaper articles, the author weaves
together personal viewpoints and wartime events to reflect the passions of the times.



