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Von William Gordon : Four Dead in Ohio: Was There a Conspiracy at Kent State? (English Edition)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Four Dead in Ohio: Was 
There a Conspiracy at Kent State? (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Who 
Shot the Kent State students? Revealed in this Book!Von Kirk GroeneveldAlright, we all know that it was the national 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00V18FZ28


guardsmen, but who gave the fatal order to fire! This is the best book on the subject, and believe me, I've been looking 
at them all. Michener's book was comprehensive, but too soon. Davies' book was too conspiracy minded, but did move 
the case onto the front burner. Aided by the longer view of history and time to reflect, study and learn, this book gives 
adequate coverage of all time periods... pre-riot, attitudes, facts, photos, aftermath, trials, settlements, and probable 
motives and suspects. I found Gordon's writing very accessable, a mixture of human emotion and factual account, 
challenging testimony and statement in the light of subsequent testimony and further research. By far, the most 
conprehensive look at what happened and why... and pulls no punches when it lays out who was at fault and why. I 
tend to agree with his conclusions, though author Gordon admits that we will never truely know until one or more of 
the National Guardsmen steps forward and tells his/their story. And that will narrow the field of suspects even more. 
Perhaps that is why they agreed among themselves not to speak. They don't have to.... only time, and this book, will 
tell! --Highest Recommendation--0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. what a time in our 
historyVon michelle callahanMr. Gordon's book is a highly-detailed and fascinating recap of this tragic incident. I 
hope he continues to update it should new information appear! The book is a well-written investigative analysis, 
although not void of the human element, especially the sad plight of the grieving parents. I might recommend one read 
it with a good novel on the subject: Silent Bell, by Gary Drake, which deals heavily with the human element as its a 
story about a couple who broke up the day of the shootings and meet up again at the 25th Anniveray. Both books 
complement each other.

KurzbeschreibungThis updated and expanded e-book version of "Four Dead in Ohio" includes a new preface that sorts 
out the controversy over the "prepare to fire" order discovered by two audio forensics experts who examined the tape 
of the shootings. The new edition also names two of the hitherto unknown individuals who burned down the campus 
ROTC building two nights before the students were killed. One of them was a founding member of the New Wave 
group Devo. "Four Dead in Ohio" remains the first and only reappraisal of the killings after all the evidence was 
released and the historical record became complete. The book re-examines the many different theories advanced for 
the shootings, as well as other unsolved mysteries of May 4. Gordon concluded:1. There was no conspiracy among the 
enlisted Guardsmen, but there was probably a localized order to fire issued by one of the officers at the scene.2. The 
Justice Department tried to convince a federal grand jury to indict the Guardsmen on conspiracy charges, but the grand 
jurors balked. Instead, the soldiers were charged with violating the victims' rights to due process. (They were 
subsequently acquitted by a federal judge.)3. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover felt the victims deserved to be shot.4. 
Hoover eagerly followed President Nixon's instructions to discredit accurate news reports that the shootings were 
unnecessary and the Guardsmen could be criminally charged.5. Both the FBI and campus police covered up the 
actions of Terry Norman, a part-time Kent State student and undercover photographer who fired four shots 70 seconds 
before the shootings.6. The university prevented the public from learning that six of its police officers approached 
KSU administrators and alleged that their police chief was too drunk during the R.O.T.C. fire on May 2, 1970 to stop 
the arsonists. A subsequent university investigation determined that the fire could have been easily prevented if the 
police had done their job.The book also raises questions about why:1. No student or Guardsmen indicted by the grand 
juries ever spent a day in jail as a result of the various criminal proceedings;2. Several soldiers removed their 
identifying name tags;3. A high school student, George Walter Harrington, who admitted to the FBI that he played an 
important role in the R.O.T.C. fire, was never prosecuted nor publicly identified before now;4. The Nixon White 
House insisted on closely monitoring the progress of the FBI's investigation;5. A student named Robert Freeman, who 
FBI files suggest was hit by shrapnel, was never identified as a possible 14th victim of the tragedy; and6. Jerry Lewis, 
a well-known sociology professor, became an informant against the families of those killed. Lewis was later caught 
sabotaging two writers with unsupportable accusations that their books were riddled with errors.PRAISE FOR 
EARLIER EDITIONS OF FOUR DEAD IN OHIO Gordon does an excellent job of piecing together the events that 
culminated in the killings and the subsequent cover-ups. Privy to information not previously available to other authors 
. . . Gordon is able to put Kent State into historical perspective. Cleveland Plain Dealer Definitive. Detroit Free Press 
A compelling, highly readable analysis of the shooting (and) the cover-ups that followed....Gordon systematically 
addresses the main unsolved questions of who did what and why in a manner that brings more clarity to this 
controversial historical tragedy than any other work to date . . . as entertaining as the best detective fiction and as 
analytical and well documented as the best journalism or scholarship.- Choice magazineKurzbeschreibungThis 
updated and expanded e-book version of "Four Dead in Ohio" includes a new preface that sorts out the controversy 
over the "prepare to fire" order discovered by two audio forensics experts who examined the tape of the shootings. The 
new edition also names two of the hitherto unknown individuals who burned down the campus ROTC building two 
nights before the students were killed. One of them was a founding member of the New Wave group Devo. "Four 
Dead in Ohio" remains the first and only reappraisal of the killings after all the evidence was released and the 
historical record became complete. The book re-examines the many different theories advanced for the shootings, as 



well as other unsolved mysteries of May 4. Gordon concluded:1. There was no conspiracy among the enlisted 
Guardsmen, but there was probably a localized order to fire issued by one of the officers at the scene.2. The Justice 
Department tried to convince a federal grand jury to indict the Guardsmen on conspiracy charges, but the grand jurors 
balked. Instead, the soldiers were charged with violating the victims' rights to due process. (They were subsequently 
acquitted by a federal judge.)3. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover felt the victims deserved to be shot.4. Hoover eagerly 
followed President Nixon's instructions to discredit accurate news reports that the shootings were unnecessary and the 
Guardsmen could be criminally charged.5. Both the FBI and campus police covered up the actions of Terry Norman, a 
part-time Kent State student and undercover photographer who fired four shots 70 seconds before the shootings.6. The 
university prevented the public from learning that six of its police officers approached KSU administrators and alleged 
that their police chief was too drunk during the R.O.T.C. fire on May 2, 1970 to stop the arsonists. A subsequent 
university investigation determined that the fire could have been easily prevented if the police had done their job.The 
book also raises questions about why:1. No student or Guardsmen indicted by the grand juries ever spent a day in jail 
as a result of the various criminal proceedings;2. Several soldiers removed their identifying name tags;3. A high 
school student, George Walter Harrington, who admitted to the FBI that he played an important role in the R.O.T.C. 
fire, was never prosecuted nor publicly identified before now;4. The Nixon White House insisted on closely 
monitoring the progress of the FBI's investigation;5. A student named Robert Freeman, who FBI files suggest was hit 
by shrapnel, was never identified as a possible 14th victim of the tragedy; and6. Jerry Lewis, a well-known sociology 
professor, became an informant against the families of those killed. Lewis was later caught sabotaging two writers 
with unsupportable accusations that their books were riddled with errors.PRAISE FOR EARLIER EDITIONS OF 
FOUR DEAD IN OHIO Gordon does an excellent job of piecing together the events that culminated in the killings 
and the subsequent cover-ups. Privy to information not previously available to other authors . . . Gordon is able to put 
Kent State into historical perspective. Cleveland Plain Dealer Definitive. Detroit Free Press A compelling, highly 
readable analysis of the shooting (and) the cover-ups that followed....Gordon systematically addresses the main 
unsolved questions of who did what and why in a manner that brings more clarity to this controversial historical 
tragedy than any other work to date . . . as entertaining as the best detective fiction and as analytical and well 
documented as the best journalism or scholarship.- Choice magazineDer Verlag ber das BuchExcerpts from 
reviewsGordon does an excellent job of piecing together the events that culminated in the killings and of the 
subsequent coverups. Privy to information not previously available to other authors--FBI files unearthed in the 
National Archives--Gordon is able to put Kent State into historical perspective. - Cleveland Plain Dealer, April 29, 
1990Definitive. - Detroit Free Press, May 2, 1990A compelling, highly readable analysis of the shooting, the cover-
ups that followed, and the complex legal battles that surrounded the 1970 killings of four students by National 
Guardsmen at Kent State...Gordon systematically addresses the major unresolved questions of who did what and why 
in a manner that brings more than clarity to this controversial historical tragedy than any other work to date . . . Reads 
like a whodunit . . . As entertaining as the best detective fiction and as analytical and well documented as the best 
journalism or scholarship. - Choice magazine, December 1990 


