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Socialist Meets Political PatricianVon GenieerRoy Jenkins as a historian is certainly more in the public eye than as a 
British politician and yet this latter occupation serves him well to gain insight into the inner workings of a 
consummate politician. In this slight volume, he sums up the achievements of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and explains 
to us when and where they outweigh his failures. Without describing any of his programs in much detail, he gives us a 
general idea of what Roosevelt's politics were all about and he does so elegantly but not superficially.In particular, I 
am grateful to the late Mr Jenkins for doing away with the one myth which I think was created by Gore Vidal, namely 
that Roosevelt provoked, if not instigated, the Japanese attack on the US fleet in Pearl Harbor in order to be able to 
join in WW II. Mr Jenkins reasons convincingly against such a scheme as not being in line with Roosevelt's 
character.The succinct description of Roosevelt's political and personal life, the absence of lurid details about his extra-
marital activities and the lack of hero worship are great virtues of this most readable book.

KurzbeschreibungA masterly work by the New York Times bestselling author of Churchill and GladstoneA protean 
figure and a man of massive achievement, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the only man to be elected to the presidency 
more than twice. In a ranking of chief executives, no more than three of his predecessors could truly be placed in 
contention with his standing, and of his successors, there are so far none. In acute, stylish prose, Roy Jenkins tackles 
all of the nuances and intricacies of FDR's character. He was a skilled politician with astounding flexibility; he 
oversaw an incomparable mobilization of American industrial and military effort; and, all the while, he aroused great 
loyalty and dazzled those around him with his personal charm. Despite several setbacks and one apparent catastrophe, 
his life was buoyed by the influence of Eleanor, who was not only a wife but an adviser and one of the twentieth 
century's greatest political reformers. Nearly complete before Jenkins's death in January 2003, this volume was 
finished by historian Richard Neustadt.Pressestimmen"A publishing milestone . . . Schlesinger, a master craftsman, is 
imposing his high standards on these books. Hail to the chief. It's a wonderful series.""Elegantly describing FDR's 
course through a score of personal and political ordeals, Jenkins astutely shows us the man in all his many 
incarnations: the confident son of privilege who morphed into a wry, young politico on the rise; the startled victim, for 
whom all things had previously come so easily, hitting the brick wall of polio and fighting back, strenuously leading 
his broken country out of its two great 20th-century crises: the Great Depression and World War II. " - Publishers 
WeeklyKurzbeschreibungA masterly work by the New York Times bestselling author of Churchill and GladstoneA 
protean figure and a man of massive achievement, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the only man to be elected to the 
presidency more than twice. In a ranking of chief executives, no more than three of his predecessors could truly be 
placed in contention with his standing, and of his successors, there are so far none. In acute, stylish prose, Roy Jenkins 
tackles all of the nuances and intricacies of FDR's character. He was a skilled politician with astounding flexibility; he 
oversaw an incomparable mobilization of American industrial and military effort; and, all the while, he aroused great 
loyalty and dazzled those around him with his personal charm. Despite several setbacks and one apparent catastrophe, 
his life was buoyed by the influence of Eleanor, who was not only a wife but an adviser and one of the twentieth 
century's greatest political reformers. Nearly complete before Jenkins's death in January 2003, this volume was 
finished by historian Richard Neustadt. 


