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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Confrontation to
Cooperation: The Takeover of the National People's (East German) Army by the Bundeswehr (Praeger Studiesin
Diplomacy and Strategic Thought):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Intellectual Aerobics (minus the beautiful instructor)Von Ein KundeThisis an excellent book. While the subject matter
may not whet the every intellectual appetite, if you're interested in European politics (specifically German affairs), the
Cold War, and military history, this book isamust read. There's no Clancy-esgue story line, however the principled
academic path followed by the author thoroughly explores all aspects of German military integration. The copious
number of interviews only add credibility to Zilian's conclusions. Interestingly, as today's business environment is
dominated by mergers and acquisitions, the book's wisdom can be appreciated by an aspiring CEO.

KurzbeschreibungAt midnight on October 2, 1990, the West German armed forces took over the approximately 90,000
men comprising the National People's (East German) Army (NVA) and assumed control of its substantial arsenal. This
study isan analysis of that unification from its beginning in July 1990 to the end of summer of 1993 when all
applications for future service of former NV A officers and non-commissioned officers had been processed. Using
numerous un-published sources and interviews, the author addresses the following areas: the organization used by the
Bundeswehr and the political control exerted in the Takeover, the key decisions reached and the explanation of these
decisions, the relationship of the Takeover to the new Army Structure 5 being implemented at the time, and the effect
of the Takeover on the Bundeswehr's operational readiness, especially its ability to perform its new tasks identified in
the spring 1991.The first scholarly study of the Takeover, this study focuses on 11 key decisions, made not only for
military reasons, but also for political, economic, social, and psychological purposes. Overall, the Takeover was a
success in light of the numerous goals it achieved while avoiding the outbreak of violence. The Bundeswehr achieved
this success mainly because it relied on liberal democratic principles, including those comprising the unique German
concept of Innere F*Duhrung (civic education and moral leadership). This book also provides an overall evaluation of
the Takeover and contributes to theory-building on army amalgamations.Pressestimmen”Zilian's book is especialy
strong when it comes to explaining the structural modifications that were introduced by the West Germansin taking
over the NVA....that does such an excellent job of explaining the process from the West German standpoint....Zilian
writes well, explains intricate changes without putting the reader to sleep, and has clearly done his homework. All in
all, thisis an indispensable book for anyone seriously interested in understanding the problems involved in taking
officersand NCO's from atotalitarian military and introducing them to the norms and policies of a demaocratic polity."-
The Journal of Military History..."thisis the story of remarkable event, which is admirably described."-The
Historian"A well-researched, thoughtful piece of contemporary history about the unique amal gamation of two
disparate armies."-Foreign Military Studies Office Book s?...thisis the story of remarkable event, which is admirably
described.?-The Historian?A well-researched, thoughtful piece of contemporary history about the unique

amal gamation of two disparate armies.?-Foreign Military Studies Office Book s?Zilian's book is especially strong
when it comes to explaining the structural modifications that were introduced by the West Germans in taking over the
NVA....that does such an excellent job of explaining the process from the West German standpoint....Zilian writes
well, explains intricate changes without putting the reader to sleep, and has clearly done his homework. All in all, this
is an indispensable book for anyone seriously interested in understanding the problems involved in taking officers and
NCO's from atotalitarian military and introducing them to the norms and policies of a democratic polity.?-The Journal
of Military History.,."thisis the story of remarkable event, which is admirably described."-The Historian"The
presentation is balanced and forceful ."-General (Retired) Jorg Schonbohm Former Commanding General Eastern
Federal Armed Forces CommandK urzbeschreibungAt midnight on October 2, 1990, the West German armed forces
took over the approximately 90,000 men comprising the National People's (East German) Army (NVA) and assumed
control of its substantial arsenal. This study is an analysis of that unification from its beginning in July 1990 to the end
of summer of 1993 when all applications for future service of former NV A officers and non-commissioned officers
had been processed. Using numerous un-published sources and interviews, the author addresses the following areas:
the organization used by the Bundeswehr and the political control exerted in the Takeover, the key decisions reached
and the explanation of these decisions, the relationship of the Takeover to the new Army Structure 5 being
implemented at the time, and the effect of the Takeover on the Bundeswehr's operational readiness, especialy its
ability to perform its new tasksidentified in the spring 1991.The first scholarly study of the Takeover, this study
focuses on 11 key decisions, made not only for military reasons, but also for political, economic, social, and
psychological purposes. Overal, the Takeover was a success in light of the numerous goalsit achieved while avoiding
the outbreak of violence. The Bundeswehr achieved this success mainly because it relied on liberal democratic
principles, including those comprising the unique German concept of Innere F*Duhrung (civic education and moral



leadership). This book also provides an overall evaluation of the Takeover and contributes to theory-building on army
amal gamations.



