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Von Jeffry D. Wert : From Winchester to Cedar Creek: The Shenandoah Campaign of 1864 (English Edition) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Winchester to 
Cedar Creek: The Shenandoah Campaign of 1864 (English Edition): 

KurzbeschreibungUtilizing a vast array of unpublished letters, diaries, and memoirs and published regimental 
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histories, Jeffry Wert has written a path-breaking study of the crucial 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign. In vivid 
detail he describes the battles of Third Winchester, Fishers Hill, and Cedar Creek, Union victories that insured the re-
election of Abraham Lincoln. Werts book is the first modern work on the campaign and captures the drama, the 
terrible nature of Civil War combat, and the suffering of Valley residents in a compelling and graphic narrative.This 
Civil War community has waited more than a century for this book. William C. Davis, Author of Jefferson Davis: The 
Man and His HourOne hell of a book The most readable book on any phase of the Civil War I have ever come across. 
John M. Carroll, Western PublicationsA first-class work finely balanced between the Union and Confederate sides. 
The battles unfold with meticulous care. Civil War Times IllustratedWith stand as the definitive account of the final 
struggle. Civil War NewsAbout the Author:Jeffrey D. Wert is an award-winning author of nine books on the Civil 
War. His books have been nominated for a Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award..deVirginia's Shenandoah 
Valley was a crucial avenue for Confederate armies intending to invade Northern states during the Civil War. Running 
southwest to northeast, it "pointed, like a giant's lance, at the Union's heart, Washington, D.C.," writes Jeffry Wert. It 
was also "the granary of the Confederacy," supplying the food for much of Virginia. Both sides long understood its 
strategic importance, but not until the fall of 1864 did Union troops led by Napoleon-sized cavalry General Phil 
Sheridan (5'3", 120 lbs.) finally seize it for good. He defeated Confederate General Jubal Early at four key battles that 
autumn. In addition to a narrative of the campaign (featuring dozens of characters, including General George Custer 
and future president Rutherford B. Hayes), this book is a study of command. Both Sheridan and Early were capable 
military leaders, though each had flaws. Sheridan tended to make mistakes before battles, Early during them. Wert 
considers Early the better general, but admits that few could match the real-time decision-making and leadership skills 
of Sheridan once the bullets started flying: "When Little Phil rode onto the battlefield, he entered his element." Early 
was a bold fighter, but lacked the skills necessary to make up for his disadvantage in manpower. At Cedar Creek, the 
climactic battle of the 1864 Shenandoah campaign, Early "executed a masterful offensive against a numerically 
superior opponent, only to watch it result in ruin." With more Confederate troops on the scene, history might have 
been different. Wert relates the facts of what actually happened with his customary clarity and insightful analysis. --
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